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FREDERICK A. BEELER. 


\fr. ORTH, from the Committee on Foreign 
3 orted a bill for the relief of Frederick 


A fairs, Te} . ° 
oad which was read a firstand second time, 
\. beet ry ‘ = i 

vorred to the Committee of the Whole House 


» the Private Calendar, and, with the accompa- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

: CHARLES M. WETHERILL. 
Mr. ORTH, from the select committee on the 
amistof the Department of Agriculture reported 

for the relief of Charles M. Wetherill; which 

was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
ondar, and, with the accompanying report, 
red to be printed. 

MARTHA JANE SKAGGS. 

Mr. WHALEY, from the Committee on In- 
ealid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


y 
ny 


Cal 
ordered to 


Martha Jane Skaggs; which was read a first || 
od second time, referred to the Committee of 


Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. , v 
“The SPEAKER. The next business in order 
sthe call of States for resolutions, commencing 
with the State of Kentucky, where it was sus- 
nended by the expiration of the morning hour 
last Monday. 


GOVERNMENT RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION. 


Mr. HOLMAN introduced the following pre- 
» and resolution: 
Whereas by the fourth section of an act of Congress en- 
titled “An act granting the right of way and making a grant 
land to the States of Illinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, 
sid of the construction of a railroad from Chicago to 
Mobile,’ approved September 20, 1850, itis provided as fol 
ws: “Tuatthe said lands hereby granted to the said State 
illinois) shall be subject to the disposal of the Legislature 
ereof for the purposes aforesaid, and no other; and the 
said railroad and branches shall be and remain a public 
giiway for the use of the Governmentof the United States 
e from tollor other charge upon the transportation of any 
perty or troups of the United States ;”? and whereas said 
ave been applied in the construction of the Illinois 
tral railroad by and through the Ilinois Central Rail- 
| Company, by virtue of an act of the Legislature of said 
State; and whereas lands granted to the State of Iowaon 
the same conditions by an act of Congress approved May 
, 1806, have been by the Legislature of said State applied 
wo the construction of the Burlington and Missouri railroad, 
waed by the Burlington and Missouri Railroad Company, 
wid the Mississippi and Missouri railroad, owned by the 
Mississippi and Missouri Railroad Company ; and whereas 
since the beginning of the present war there has been paid 
by the War Department to said companies for the trans- 
portation of “ property and troops”? of the United States 
the following sums of money, to wit: to the Iilinois Cen- 
tral Railroad Company the sum of $452,098 62; tothe Bur- 
lingWn and Missouri Company, $6,149 55; and tothe Mis 
sissippi and Missouri Railroad Company, $40 66; and 
‘Whereas the House, by a unanimous vote, did, on the 25th 
day of February, 1862, adopt the following resolution, re- 
ported by the Judiciary Committee, to wit: * Resolved, 
lat the several railroad companies which have received 
‘rom States grants of public lands made to such States by 
acts of Congress for the purpose of aiding in the construc- 
ton of the roads of such companies respectively, are re- 
quired to ansport the property and troops of the United 


“ities Over their roads tree of tolls or other charges what- 
soever:”? Therefore, 









= 


Resolved, ‘Tuuat this House approves of and reaffirms said 
resolution, 
Resolved further, That the Secretary of War be directed 
lore quire the said companies to repay to the Treasury of the 
ied States the sums of money so paid to them respect- 
“ey as aluresaid, and to decline to make any further pay- 
“els to either of said companies for any transportation 
‘iter or heretofore required of said companies for his 
eeparunent. 
,_scsolved, ‘That a copy of this preamble and resolutions 
_tnsmitted by the Clerk of this House to the Secretary 
tr. 


Ol Wa 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the previous ques- 
“on upon the resolution. 

he previous question was seconded, and the 
se question was ordered to be put; and under the 
‘ction thereof the resolutions were agreed to. 
name recurring on the adoption of the 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the previous ques- 


ton, 
he » 2 . 

Ri Previous question was seconded, and the 

omer ton ordered to be put; and under the 

' fr. H thereof the preamble was adopted. 

'' HOLMAN moved to reconsider the last 


her 





sc ne I 


| 


SS 





two votes; and also moved to Jay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CERTAIN BONDS AND OBLIGATIONS. 

Mr. DUMONT introduced an act to declare 
the validity of certain bonds, obligations, and un- 
dertakings, sealed and unsealed, heretofore made 
or that may hereafter be made; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

TARIFF ON FOREIGN WOOL. 

Mr. BEAMAN introduced the following reso- 

lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 


| tariff upon low grades of foreign wool. 


WAGON ROAD TO GOLD FIELDS. 


AL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES 


Mr. WILSON presented a joint resolution of || 


the Legislature of the State of lowa, with refer- 

ence to the construction of a wagon road from the 

Missouri river to the gold fields; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE offered the following resolu- 


| tion; 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| specttully requested, and that the Secretary of Stateand the | 
| Secretary of War be directed, to report and furnish to this 





i 


House the names of all persons, if any there are, arrested 
and held in prison or confinement in any prison, fort, or 
other place whatsoever, for political offenses, or any other 
alleged offense against the Government or authority of the 
United States, by the order, command, consent, or knowl- 


edge of them, or either of them, respectively, and who have | 


not been charged, tried, or convicted before any civil or 
criminal (not military) courtofthe land; together with the 
charge against such person, or cause for such arrest and im 
prisonment, if there be any; and the name of the prison, 
fort, or place where they are severally kept or confined. 
Also, whether any person or persons, for any alleged like 
offense, have been banished or sent from the United States, 


1] 


| of work thrown upon the committee. 
| State to the House that the reports of contested 


or from the States not in rebellion to the rebellious States, | 


and the names, times, alleged offense or cause thereof; and 
whether with or without trial; and if tried. before what 
court, 

Mr. WILSON. Does not that resolution go 
over on account of calling for information froma 
Department? 

The SPEAKER. 
mous consent. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
ter be decided now. 

Mr. WILSON. I object. 

The resolution was accordingly laid over under 
the rules. 


It does, except by unani- 


I think the matter had bet- 


REVENUE FROM MINERAL LANDS: 
Mr. YEAMAN introduced the following reso- 


| lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
, ’ D 


Resolved, That the Comnaittee on Public Lands be in- 


structed to inquire into the best mode of securing to the | 
| United States the benefit the Government ought to derive | 
| from the mineral lands in the gold-bearing regions, and 


report by bill for that purpose. 
CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SCHENCK introduced the following reso- 
lution, and upon it demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, 
and they are hereby, authorized to appoint a clerk at an 


annual salary of $1,800, commencing with the lst of March, 
1864. 


Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman withdraw 


| his demand for the previous question for a mo- 


ment? , 
The SPEAKER. If the resolution gives rise 


to debate, it will go over, except by unanimous 
consent. 


Mr. DAWES. Then I will proceed by unan- | 


imous consent, if there is no objection, 

I am in favor of the resolution, but I wish the 
gentleman to allow me to amend by inserting a 
clerk for the Committee of Elections; and I will 


| statetherenson why. Forthe lasttwo Congresses 


the Committee of Elections has been unusually 
burdened, and the matter before it has so increased 
that the business of the committee at the last ses- 
sion has been greater than thatin the first session. 


|| 1834. 


| Congress. 


The papers pass over from the first to the second 
session, and there is every prospect that the com- 
mittee for the present Congress, and that for the 
succeeding Congress, will be more burdened with 


| business than ever before. There is great neces- 


sity for having their papers preserved, and great 
labor is imposed upon their clerk; and I ask the 
gentleman to allow me to move to amend by in- 
serting a clerk for the Committee of Elections. 
If the House will for a moment reflect upon the 
amount of business unexpectedly, in these times, 


| thrown upon the committee, I think they will not 
| object to their having a clerk like the Committee 


on Military Affairs. I say to the House in all 
sincerity, and without any disposition to make 
a place for anybody, there is a necessity which 
never existed before that the clerk of the Com- 
mittee of Elections should extend through both 
sessions of Congress, and be charged with the 
custody of the papers and the labors of the com- 
mittee, 

The Committee of Elections find it very difficult 
to keep their present clerk because of inducements 
from the other end of the Capitol, where clerks 
of committees are better paid. Unless the com- 
mittee shall have this privilege granted they will 
be compelled to seek elsewhere for a clerk. We 


| have an ordinary clerk now, but Ll ask the gentle- 


man to include the clerk of the Committee of Elec- 
tions in his resolution. 


Mr. STEVENS. How much is the clerk of 


|| the Committee of Elections paid now? 


Mr. DAWES. Four dollars a day during the 
session. ‘That is what all the clerks to commit- 
tees are paid. Ihave spoken of the large amount 
desire to 


elections have not been brought down later than 
There is a book of precedents in contested 
elections brought down to 1834. But whenever 
a precedent of later date than that comes before 
the committee the clerk or some member of the 
committee has to search through the records of the 
House back to 1834 in order that the past action 
of the Committee of Elections may be known. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
know but that there may be a pressing necessity 
that the clerks of these two committees should be 
made permanent during this Congress, but I ob- 
ject to onrrrne which will fasten upon the House 
additional permanent clerks in times hereafter. 
Mr. DAWES. I do not want it beyond this 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I have no 


| objection that this clerk shall be put on the same 


footing for this Congress as the clerks of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means and of the Committee 
of Claims. I can fully appreciate what the gen- 
tleman says in regard to the labors of his com- 
mittee, and I would not be unwilling that the 
resolution should be passed to apply only to this 


| Congress, but | would be unwilling to have any 
| resolution pass which should fasten upon the 
| House any more 


ermanent clerks of committees. 
I know that the Nast House of Representatives, 
after a severe contest, refused to pass a resolution 
making the clerk of the Committee of Military 
Affairs permanent. 


Mr. STEVENS. Would it not answer to in- 


| crease the per diem, say to five dollars aday dur- 


i| 


i} 


| three months of the shortsession. 
| tleman from Ohio willaccept my suggestion, and 


ing the session? Otherwise the short session will 
be justas expensive to usas the longone. I would 
be willing to pay five dollarsa day for the time the 
clerk is aotually employed, but I am not quite 
ready to vote to pay these clerks eae for the 


1ope the gen- 


fix the pay at five dollars a day when actually 
employed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
cussion? 

The SPEAKER. The discussion is proceed- 
ing by unanimous consent, the previous question 
having been demanded. Unanimous consent was 
given to thegentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Dawes] to speak, and he has been yielding the 


Is this subject open to dis- 


| floor. 
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DAWES. I hope the gentleman 
Oiuio | Mr. Scuence]} will not think that lam try- 
ing to Icill his resolution. Ido not want the Com- 
mittee of Elect ions to have a permanent clerk be- 
yond this Congress, butif the House will recollect 
what the committee had to do in the very last days 


of the last Congress, and if they will recollect that | 


vighteen cases have already been referred to the 
Committee of Elections, and that but three or four 
of them have been disposed of, the certainty that 
ome cases have gotto goover until the next ses- 
sion, and the probability that new que stions will 
come up, | think they will see that it is not too 
nuch for us to ask that we may empl ya clerk 
during this Congress on the same terms as the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs. With che pertbie- 
sion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scuwenck,} 
I will move to amend his resolution by inset rung 
the Committee of Elections. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Does the gentleman offer 


that amendment under instructions from his com- 





niitles 
Mr. re 


committee, 


Not by any formal vote of the 
but I have conferred with members of 
the committee, 


Mr. SCHENCK. 


fro ym 


on Naval Affairs. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE._ 


] believe that the business of 


| that committee has increased as much as has the 


business of the Committee on Military Affairs. 1 | 
am of opinion, however, that the per diem com- | 
pe negion is preferable to allowing an annual sal- || 
ary. If four dollars per 7 be not enough let the || 
committee propose a resolution imcreasing it to | 
five, six, oreightdollarsperday. I object to pay- || 
ing these clerks to committees annual salaries, 
especially in these times, when our expenses are }, 
soenormous. Ishall,atthe propertime, demand | 


the yeas and nays on ‘the resolution. | 


Then | have to say thatthe | 


resolution which I offerisa resolution which has | 


been withheld for some time by the Military Com- 


mittee, but at length, the business of the com- 
mittee be coming 80 onerous and occupying tne 
whole time and attention of our clerk, we felt that 


his compensation was inadequate, and | was di- 
rected to offer this resolution. I have no doubt 
of the amount of labor performed, not only by th 
Committee of Election s, but by its clerk, and if 
he will offer a distinct resolution under the in- 
structions of his committce, placing the clerk of his 
committee on the same footing with the clerks of 
theCommittees of Ways and Means and Claims, 
and on which itis now proposed to place the cle rk 
of the Military Commitice, I will vote for it, but I 
prefer that each case shall stand on its own merits. 
I would simply remark that we do not propose 
that this increased pay shall go back to the com- 


mencement of the session, but only to the first of 


the current month. We think that this additional 
compensation need not commence with the begin- 
ning of the session. The salary of $1,800 per year 


ig precisely the same that is paid to the cle rks of 


two other important committees of the House, 
the Committee of Claims and the 
Waysand Means. I venture to say, withoutany 
invidious comparisons being made, that there is 
nota committee of this House that is More bur- 
dened by business or thatrequires the performance 
of more labor by its clerk than the Committee on 
Military Affairs. And this is likely to be the case 
for a long time to come. 1 now move the pre vious 
que stion on the re solution, not meaning by that'to 


Committee of 


ecide or assert any thing ragainstany other propo- 


sition of the same kind. I am willing, when the y 
are introduced, to vote upon them on théir merits, 

Mr. KERNAN. 1 ask unanimous consent to 
put A question to the gentleman from Ohio. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KERNAN. I inquire what th 
diem of this clerk now is? 

Mr. SCHENCK. Four dollars. 

Mr. KERNAN. I may be allowed a sugges- 
tion l have observed that in 
most other legislative bodies, 
these clerkships is made permanent it never goes 
back to its former condition, and the next year 
nnother committee makes a like request for its 
clerk: and so it goes. There are very fewclerks 
in the Departnent 
a year for 
of gy 


> pay per 


I will vote in favor 
ng any fair per diem to this clerk that the 
will recommend for the time of actual 
but fam utterly o; 
allowing them annual salaries. 


Mr. W ASHBURNE, of [line 


their Ww hole imme, 


committee 


Servi 


The Com- 


mittee on Naval Affuirs is just call ing for a per- 
manent clerk, and I think that the Committee on | 


Commerce will also want one 
Mr. KERNAN. 1 trust House will not 
bat will allow this clerk such 
ver diom compensation as may be deemed right. 
Mr. SPALDING. Lask leave tomake a state- 
ment 
There was no objection, 
Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Speaker, I shall, ifthis 
resol: ition pre vail, certainly introduce a resolution 
providing fer a pernranent clerk to the C 


directly. 


, 
adopttiie resolution, 
t 


ommiltee 


this body, as in | 
whenever one of 


posed to this idea of 


; who ave paid more than $1,800 | 


| only that he 


—————————— 


| to a little ow 


| to these of} wer cle rik. 


Mr. DAWES. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. DAWES. I agree with the gentleman | 
from Ohio as to the propri ty 0 of paying per diem | 
compensation to the clerks of those committees 
whose business does not z7o over from one term | 
to another, where the clerks are not required to 
consult the records constantly, where it is not | 
necessary for them to make digests of precedents 
for the last thirty years. If I did not suppose that 
the clerk of the Committee of Elections had just 
as much business as he could attend to for the 
committee during the recess, | would not ask to | 
an annual salary allowed him. While I have | 
never voted for raising salaries or anything of that 
kind, I think it not too much to ask the House | 
to permit the Committee of Elections to allow thet 
clerk such compensation as will enable the com- | 
mittee to retain him, instead of forcing it to geta 
new clerk and go through the task of breaking 


I desire to make a suggestion. | 


have 


him in. i 
I move to Jay the resolution |! 


r, HOLMAN. 
on the tal le, | 
Mr. SCHENCK. I was going to propose to | 
withdraw the previous quesuon, and to modify | 
the resolution. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the power 
to modify the resolution before it is voted on. 
Mr.SCHENCK. IL will modify my resolution 
so as to fix the pay at the rate of six dollars per 
day. 
Mr. W ASHBURNE Lys of Illinois. [hope there | 
will be no discrimination between the clerks of | 
committees, 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
why I fix that particular sum, 
The SPEAKER. That is not in order, asthe 
motion to lay on the table is undebatable; but | 

rentleman can modify his resolution before | 


’ 


| 
| 
| 
} 
I was stating the reason 


the 


oe a con oi it. 

SC HE NCK. I ask the gentleman who 
moved to ny the resolution on the table to permit 
rie tate why T seleet that sum. 

Mr. HOLMAN [ have no obj ction. } 
Mr. SCHENCK. I will state to the House 


that the € 
necessary fo. the 


mmittee on Military Affairs found it | 
work they had to doto employ 
a gentleman of acquirements, of legal knowledge; | 


and they have secured a gentleman of that char- | 


acter, W hose business for the whole year is neces- 
| sarily broken - a dollars a day willamount 


hundred dollars a year; 
paid on ly iy he sessions of Congress, | 
to near the compensation given | 
I modify the resolution so 
that it will make lis pay six dollars a day during | 
the sittings of Congress. 


Mr. MORRILL. Mak itatthe rate of $1 800 | 


r eightee 
but being 
it does notamoun 
| 


a year for the time he is engaged. H 


Mr. SCHENCK. 1 will tell you why that is | 
unfair and unjust, aoe $1,800 a year may be | 
a proper salary, yet to pay this clerk at the rate | 
of $1,800 would not be in proportion to the labor 
performed. He can do no business for the rest of 
the year. | wonder, too, that this 
comes from a gentleman who is one of a commit- | 
tee that has aclerk at $1,800« year. Ido notpro- | 
pose to put ais clerk upon the same footing, but || 
hall receive six dollars a day during 
the sessions of Congress, 

The resolution, as modified, was read. | 

Mr.DAWES. lLask the gentleman from Ohio |! 
to let me move an amendment for the clerk to the || 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
pose. 
olution. 

Mr. MALLORY. 


Let the gentleman bring ina separate res- 


ryed dur ing the recess of Congress? 
Mr. SCHENCK, He will not. 


previous question 


suggestion || 


\| 
[ cannot yield for that pur- || 
| 


i 
1 ask whether, under the | 
| operation of the resolution, this clerk will be kept | 
} wae t } 
{ demand the |! 





¥ — March 2] 
The previous [= stion was se conde ed, ¥ 
main question ordered. - the 

Mr. HOLMAN moved that the resoliusi. 
Bement? : 


Mr. WILSON demanded tel! 


Tellers were orde oan 


llers, 
and Messrs. 


and ScHENcK we re appointed, Houmas 
The House refus d to lay the resoluti, oe 
| the tab le ; the tellers having re ported—a y, ; 
noes 50. ae By 


Mr. SPALDIN 
on the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken: and it was de 
the affirmative—yeas 57, nays 53; as fol, ste 


Y EAS—Messrs. James ©. Allen. Alley, Br 
cis P. Biair, Biiss, Blow, Chauler, Cobb. ¢ 
Dawes, Deming, Driggs, Eliot, Farnsworth, Gart 
wold, Hale, Hall, Herrick, Hutchins, Jenekes Fal u.K 
son, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Kernan, Kna DD, co 
Mallory, Marvin, McAllister, McBride, MeClupe. Ww 
H. Miller, Mooriiead, Danie! Morris, Morrj a n 
Myers, Nelson, Norton, Charles O'Neill, Pendieron 
Samuel J. Randall, Alexander H. Riee, Rog * S 


\G demanded the yeasand nays 


ee | 


{ 
ar 


Shannon, John B. Steele, Strouse, Stuart. W ud, W : 

Wilder, Wiufield, and Yeaman—7, : 
NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Ancona, Asij] \ 

tus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Jaceb B. Biair. f m 


Brandegee, Broomall, James 8. Brown, Ambrose W 
Clay, Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Dumont, | idride 
ton, Frank, Harding, Harrington, Higby, Hoiman Hux 
Hotchkiss, Kalbfleisch, Long, Marey » MeDow: i. M 
ton, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Amos Myers. ( tl} 
Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Radford, Ross, Scofield, sy 
Starr, Stevens, Stiles, Tracy, Van V alkenburgh, E 
Washburne, Wheeler, Williams, Wilson, 
—53. 


So the resolution was adopted, 
Mr.SCHENCK moved to ree 
by which the 





Jee 
aud Woodbri ge 


mnsider the pots 
re solution was ado; pte ds 


" aso 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. ' 

The latter motion was agreed to, 
AMENDMENT TO HOMESTEAD LAW. 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reporte .d that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled an act (S. No. 60) amendatory of 


the homestead law, and for other purposes, when 
| the Speaker signed the same. 


CLERK TO THE NAVAL COMMITTEE. 
Mr. SPALDING inalvasioda d the following reso 


lution,on which he demanded the previous 
tion: 

Resolved, That the clerk of the Committee on Nava 
Affairs be paid six dollars per dicim for his services duri 
the sitting of Congress. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. ORTH demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decid 
the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, A Ashley, 
Augustus C. Baidwin, Join D. Baldwin, Baxter, Bliss, 
Blow, Boyd, Brandegee, Broomail, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Ciay, Cole, Cravens, Deming, Denison, Driggs, Dumont, 
Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Hatl, H . Har 
rington, Benjamin G. Harris, Charies M. Harris, Higby, 
Holman, Hotchkiss, Kalbficiset, Francis W. Kellogg, Ker- 
nan, Long, McClurg, McDowell, Middieton, Samuel P 
Miller, William H. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Danic! Mor 
ris, Ainos Myers, Leonard Myers, Noble, Norton, Cliares 
O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Pendleton, Perham, Perry, Pike, 
Poineroy, Price, Radford, Jon H. Rice, Ross, Scofield, 
Shannon, Spaiding, Stevens, Stiles, Stvart, Sweat, Trey, 
Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elia B. Washburne, W 
Wheeler, Wilson, Windom, Winfield, and Yeaman— 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. ae Beaman, Franet 
Blair, Chanter, Cobb, Cresw: Dawes, Griswold, Hale, 
Joba H. Hubbard, Julian, oe Longyear, Mary Ir Mor 
rison, Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Rogers 
, Janes 8. Rollins, John B. Steete, Ward, Williams, aud 
W ilder— 24. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
Mr. FENTON. Has the morning hour eX 


ired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. The Chair would 

state that he promise d the gentleman from lihnow 
ao he would state during the morning hour tia 
the consideration of the ship canal bill was } 
poned until to-day unul after the morping hou! 
That Lill now comes up. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My ‘ 
league, {Mr. Arnoxip,}] who has charge ol 
bill, is confined to his room and his bed by o 
severe indisposition. He is unable to be nei 
and I ask that the bill be postponed untl Thu 
day next, after the morning hour. 


Mr. ANCONA. I would suggest a later ¢ 


l fo this 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of [Hinois. 


application at the request of my colleague, 
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and unable to a here 1 trust ther re > will 
kK an 


, objection. 
vr. ANCONA. Say Thursday week or Tues- 
yy. Cc. ALLEN. I hope there will be no 


to the poutpecenes it until Thursday. 
“HOL MAN. Butitis notto be considered 
i 


“I order? 
Y = ASHBURNE. It will stand just as it 
< now, after the morning hour. 
The SP EAKER. The Chair will state thatthe 
et of a postponement to Thursday will proba- 
row it over toa later day in consequence 
ve banking bill having been postponed until 
Wednesday, and made the special order from day 
y until disposed of. That bill will probably 
»more than one day, and will take priority. 
IW ASHB URNE, of Illinois. Then I move 
ite postponed until a week from Monday 
or the morning hour. 
Mr ANC ONA. That will be satisfactory. 
1 ii was accordingly postponed until Mon- 
day week after the morning hour. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr.J. C. ALLEN. I desire 


eheonce for Mr. McDoweE tt for two weeks from 
Tht irsda y next. 


Noo bj ction being made, leave of absence was 


sranted accordingly. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


Mr. FENTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
. 34) making appropriations for the support 

e Military Academy for the year ending 30th 

», 1865 >, reported that they had had under con- 
on the Senate amendments to said bill, and 
recommended a concurrence in the first, second, 
and third amendments of the Senate, and a con- 
currence in the fourth amendment, with an amend- 
ment, as follows: 


siderali 


Strike out all after the word “Academy,” in the fourth 

e of said amendment, down to and including the word 

>at the end of said amendment, and insert the 

words “and that for one year from the Ist ds ly ol ‘July next 
dditional cadet for each district shall be appointed as 

now provided by law.”? 

No objection being made, the House proceeded 

sonsi di r the amendme nts of the Senate. 

First amendment: 

Add the following as a new section at the end of the bill: 

Sec, 2. ind he it further enacted, That the thirty-fifth 

of the act entitled ** An act for enlisting and ealling 

the national forces, and for other purposes,”’ approved 


“States, 


to ask leave of 


at West Point 


| to produce it. 
| the contents 


sir. I object to it because | reeard itas at 


in enter- 
ine wedge to an increase in all the salaries of our 
officers. l have looked for this all along. I ex- 
pected that we should commence with the cadets 


,and now it is upon us,and | think 
ke our st and. 
iment of the Senate and 
pay ¢ tf th » pupils at West Point, 
we will have to increase tes pay of every clerk in 
every Department of the Government 
Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [ believe that 
I have been with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
SPALDING] on every measure which hus been pro- 
posed in regard to the increase of salaries, and | 
trust that I shall be with him to the end, but I dif- 
fer with him with regard to this amendment. 


we ough t to ta 
If we adopt this amen 
increase he. | 


Mr.SPALDING, I had not quite finished my 
remarks. Il was about to say that this is a mat- 
ter of principle, and hence lt feel constrained to 


vote against this increase of pay to the cadets at 
West Point. I have 
mencement of this 
acainst incre 


uniformly the 


session of 


since com- 
Conrress voted 
asing the pay of any employés of the 
Government. E would not do it in my own case; 
lL would not do it in the case of any favorite friend 
of mine, and I think there is not! 
tinction about to be 
dents at West Point 
increase their pay. 

the 


thing in the dis- 
taken in behalf 
which should call upon us to 
Why, sir, who are they? Are 


of these stu- 


y the sons of poor and poverty-stricken men 
who cannot maintain themselves and purchase 
decent wearing appal There is nothing of this. 
A great majority of these cadets are the sons of 
men of wealth and position. 

Mr. FENTON. I[ would state to the gentleman 
that a majority of those at present in the institu- 
tion, according to my informati a eve Live 
sons of poor parents, or orphan boy 

Mr. SPALDING. One of the cack rom my 


district wrote mealetteraskinge me t 


I o vote torthis 
increase of wages, and said to me the reason was 
that he could not have new and fashionable coats 
as often as he wished to under the present pay. 


I know that the parents of that young man can 
maintain him if they see fit to do so, and itis not 
necessary for the Government to give him this in- 
creased pay in order to keep him in decent ap- 
parel, 

Mr. THAYER. I woulda 
he has that letter? It would probably y throw some 
light upon this subject if he would read i 
House. 

Mr. SPALDING. The letter is in my room, 
if | have preserved it; and if I have, | do not 
think the gentleman has any right to call upon me 
It is a private le tte 
stantial 


to the 


eS but I state 


CORPEEY sub Vs upon ny 
honor and upon my official re sponsil ility. Isthe 
| gentleman from Pen sylvania satisfied? I have 


' done - wae 


| 


i] 


March 3, 1863, shail not be deemed hiereatter to prohibit the 
ttoenlisted men employed atthe Military Academy 
eextraluty pay heretofore allowed by law to enlisted 
men when employed at constant labor for net less than ten 
onuunuously,. 
the SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 
Phe ume vein nt was concurred in. 
Second amendment: 
Add the following as a new section: 
vind be it further enacted, That from and after 
July, 1863, the aunual pay of eadets at the Mil 
lemy at West Point > be the same as that 
. )midshipmen at the Naval Academy, and the 
a tuecessary for Urat purpose is hereby appropriated. 
ir, HOLMAN. I would inquire what is the 
secil - 
ed compensation vf cadets made by this 
Q dment? 
Mr, PE] NTON. The present compensation is 
{ ) 
Murty dollars a month. This am nde nt would 
ittorty dollars and a fraction. Mids hip- 
Y at the Naval Acade stiny are allowed $900 a | 
Yer, and this amendment would increase it to 
“sam. According to the statements of the 


Qa naw) - . 
erintendentand other officers of the Acade my 

He present sum is entire ly insufficient to Support 

cadets, and that 


} partment, thatthe 


‘a ; an indebtedness of nearly 
Aileen thousand dollars has accrued against them 
ee Strip ies. The Superintendent further states 
a 96,000 Is now required to give the baile ts a || 
pr 


the uniform and outfit for the ensuing x season, 
and a 
‘he has not a dollar for such purpose. 


Mr. HOLMAN 


The whole compensation at 
= lime Is thirty dollars per month? 
ana FENTON. It is. 
‘ : ‘ HOLMAN. And thisamendmentincreases 
* torty uo irs? 
Rag FENTON. Yes; forty dollars 
\ —$900 per annum. 
lr. HOLMAN. It gives 
~ FENTON. Yes, sir. 
tr. SPALDING. I objec t to this amendment, 


and a little 


them $500 a year? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I have al- 
ready stated that I have been opposed to all these 
propositions for the increase of salaries. But in 
this case | can perceive the 
raising the pay of these cadcts to the same amount 
as midshipmen receive at the Naval School. | 
know of no reason for any distinction. And so 
far as the amount which these cadets receive is 
concerned, | know it to be, from information 
which I know to trustworthy, absolutely in- 
sufficient to supportihem there. ‘The cadet whom 
I had the honor of appointing, and who stands 
very high in his class, is the son of a poor man, 
and his father is unable to furnish him with funds 
sufficient to meet his ex; I think it just 
and proper, and I hope that the House willagree 
to the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope this amendment will 
prevail. Itis very we llascertained, certified upon 
the re sponsi! ili ly ofthe Superintend nt of this de- 
present pay will not clothe the 
cadets in a decent manner and support them, and 
they have been obliged to incur, undera most eco- 
nomical administration, a debt for past times; and 
they say thatthe amount now proposed is as little 
as they can be supported at w ithout drawing upon 


be 


enses. 


| other funds. 


Now, it is not true, so far as my knowledge 
extends, that these boys are the children of rich 
parents. There m: Ay be some ofthem who are so. 
It is no crime to be the son of a rich parent, and | 
would not exclude lads on that account. But I 
| know that those se have been appointed from 
my district have uniformly been the sons of poor 


sk the gentleman if 


absolute justice of 
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for their 


persons who could not furnish a doll lar 


support. 


Sir, | adopted this rule: Lasked three gentle- 


men to act as examiners of all applicants. They 
three k urned me nN, and they did so, and | 
requested them in wy instructions not to consider 
wealth asdisqualify ing candidates, but that w win re 
there was equality of qualifications they should 
prefera poor man’sson,and they have done so 
those from my district in both the Military aon 
Naval Schools are the sons of poor men, and t 3 
were sent there in I ursuance of my instructions 
I say that their parents cannot, under these cir- 
cumstances, contribute to their support; and thos: 
who resist t 


were 


cand 


v 


his proposition are, without intending 
it, making a discrimination in favor of the sons 
of rich men and against the poor men, 
Unless thisamendmentbe adopted the sons of poor 
men will have to leave the institution, and thei 
places will be supplied by the sons of 
parents, 


Mr. DAWES. 


sons of 


wealthy 


Mr. Speaker, I wish to add my 


testimony to what has been said byt 


\ the yen itleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens.] I do not 
know what may be the class from which cadets 
from Ohio are selected. Very likely it is as the 





gentleman [Mr. Sparpine] But the 
cadet from my own district is a poor Irish boy. 
The only time | ever saw him he was 
sand. He 


tnation, in 


suroe Sts. 





or 
> 


shoveln 
was selected on a competitive exam- 
the same manner as has been 
gested by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. | 
know that he would not spend a dollar unneces- 
sarily. He never saw so large a sum as thirty 
dollars until he went to West Point. His father 
is a day-laborer, working with his spade and 
shovel for his daily support, and is, of course, 
unable to contribute anything to the defraying of 
his son’s expenses. 

Mr. ELIOT. Mr. Speake r. 
say that, se far is | know thee 
men, precise I 


sucr- 


I merely desire to 

ise of the se y¢ 
esult will be broug ( 
by my 
Resignations must 


ung 
the ht about that 
colleague, {M 

take place among 
the sons of poor pare its unless the pay of the 
The only young man that I 
have appointed there Is one whose parents are too 
poor to be able tocontribute anything to the pay- 


| been spoken of 


Dawes.] 
reased. 


cadets is ine 


ment of his expenses. And I have notice, be- 
cause his friends cannot provide means for his 
support, that he will have to retire from the Acad- 


eny unle Ss 
to cadets. 
Mr. ASHLEY. I desire toask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts if he cannot clothe himself 
on UU a yt ut 
ELIOT. Itis 


} 
entirely. 


s Congress increase the compensation 


not the matter of clothing 


Mr. ASHLEY. What is it—whi ky? 

Mr. ELIOT. No, sir; itis not whisky. 

Mr. ASHLEY. The Government supplies 
their board. 

Mr. ELIOT. I beg the gentleman’s pardon 
Their board is charged to them. I have seen a 


statementofthe necessary expenses ofthese young 
men, and I say to the gentleman trom Ohto that 
expenses 
present pay. 
Mr. WASFIBURNE, of Illi: 
clothing merely. Itis the whole 
cadet is chareed for board and ev 
Mr. FENTON. From 1802 t 
of cadets at West Poi was sixteen dol- 
lars per month with two rations, which amounted 
in all to about thirty- four or t irty five de 
month. In 


these cannot be defi ryed out of their 


iois. It is not 


expenses, The 
rything, 
» 857 the pay 


tS now) 


rth isa 
1857 it was changed to thirty loll 


1s 

a month, and that sum was barely s uth lent to 
ipport the cadets prior to the advanced rates 
which have resulted from the war. Not only the 


clothing and board, but all the other expenses are 
charged against them, and have to be paid out of 
the thirty dollars a month. This pay is entirely 
insufficient for the purpose, and already, as I have 
before stated, an indebtedness of some 415,000 
has been incurred. I take the liberty to read from 
letters of the Superintendent. The first is dated 
December 10th last: 


“| take the liberty of reminding you of the absolute ne 
cessity for putting the cadets at the Military A Wdemy on 
the same footing as the cadets at the Naval Academy, It 
is now ademonstrated fact that with the greatly i eased 
value of provisions, and all the necessaries of life, the pay 
of the cadets is insufficient to support them M | aller 


| 
month, with the ciovest ec 


creases, and now U 


momy, tieir indebtedness in- 
e corps lave pur hased on a credit 
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ninounting to 15,000. Unless they can obtain relief it is 
not difficum to foresee how the matter must end. Many 
of the cadcts are absolutely in rags.” 


He writes again on the 25th of February: 


‘Touching the arguments in favor of the increase of the 
cadets’ pay, | beg to state that two days since I suggested 
to Colonel Clitz, the commandant of beeons *, that during 
the fine weather it would be well to have tuil dress pa 
rades His reply was thatso many of the corps were ragged 
and shoeless that not enough were lett tou make a respect 
able show, and he thought it had better not be attempted. 
The ‘ragged squad’ is increasing so rapidly that if some 
thing is not done to relieve * corps beiore the season of 
out-door exercises begins, w hall not have presentable 
cadets enough to make a wal’s guard that may appear 
out of the area of barrack his should not be, Some 
thing must be done nd do quickly. Every species ot 
economy known to me, and to the oWer officers in chargé 
is used to eke out the inadequate pay, but with what re- 
sults the above statement will show.” 


I move the previous question. 
Mr. CH ANL i R. i ask the 
allow me to make a st 
Mr. FENTON. 
pre vious question. 
Mr. CHANLER. Mr. Speaker, I am in favor 
oi proposition, because it equalizes the two 
—the Military Ac ademy and the Naval 
pom udemy —which certainly: 
footing 3 


ecntleman to 
itement. 


Certainly. I withdraw the 


nstitutions 
hould be onthe same 
There is no reason why a discrimina- 


is the older 
tainly furnished able and excellent illustrations 
of thie i ieadians of such a military school. A 
plan has been adopted in the city of New York 
which | hope will = ad gradually over the whole 
country, opening to the children in the public 

schools the avenues of promotion which some 
gentle men seem to think are.exclusively open to 
the children of the wealthy classes. There cer- 
tainly can be no reason why an opportunity should 
not be given to the sons of the poor to get into 


advantages in every respect as those” enjoyed by 
the sons of the rich. 


tion should be made betweenthem. West Point 
institution of the two, and has cer- | 


the Military Academy as cadets, with the same 


Mr. FENTON demanded the previous question | 


on the Senate amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. SPALDING demanded the yeas and nays 
on the pending amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 

Add as an additional section: 

Sec. 4. .and be it further enacted, That cadets found de 
ficient at any examination shall not be continued at the 
Military Academy or be reappointed, except upon the rec- 
ommendation of the academic board. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 

Mr. FENTON. 
tice at present. 
academic board. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Is not that the law now? 
It is substantially the prac- 
This leaves the matter to the 


Fourth amendment: 


Add the following as an additional section: 

Sec. 5. nd be ut further enacted, ‘That no part of the 
money hereby appropriated shall be applied to the support 
or pay of any cadets hereafter appointed not in conformity 


with the express provisions of law regulating appointments | 


of cadets at that Academy; and that until the rebellion is 
suppressed the President shall be authorized to appoint a 
eadet for each congressional district not represented in the 
House of Representatives, to be selected from the merito- 
rious and deserving young soldiers in the regular and vol- 
unteer forces of the United States, to be apportioned among 
the respective States as near as may be according to the 
population of said States. 


Mr. FENTON. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend that the amendment of the 
Senate be concurred in with the following amend- 
ment: 


Strike out all after the word “ Academy,” and in lieu 
thereof insert the following: 


And that for one year from the Ist day of July next one | 
additional cadet for each district shall be appointed asnow | 


provided by law. 


The amendmenttotheamendment was agreed to. | 


The Senate amendment, as amended, 
curred in. 


was con- 


Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the Senate amendments were concurred 
in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY BILL. 


Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the ¢ 
Printing, 


yommittee on 
reported back the following resolution, 


a 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


oid demanded the previous question on its adop- 
ton; 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the nem 
bers of the House three thousand extra copies of the bill of 

1e House No. 333, to provide a national currency secured 
by a pledge of United States stocks, and to provide tor the 
circulation and redemption thereof, the same to be in pam- 
plilet form. 


The previous que stion was seconded, and the | 


main question orde red, and under the operation 
thereot the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 


The latter motion was vreed lo. 


PRINTING OF THE LAWS. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK, by unanimous consent, 


introduced the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, Thatthe Superintendent of Public Printing shall 
cause to be printed one thousand eopies ofall laws and joint 
resolutions immediately upon their passage for the use ot 
members of the House ; and shall, inaddition thereto, cause 
to be printed and bound, at the end of the session, five 
thousand copies thereot for the above use. 


PORT OF PORTLAND, MAINE. 


Mr. SWEAT, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill providing that the port of Portland, 
Maine, shall be place d upon the same basis as the 
ports enumerate d in the ninth section of .the act 

sg nt d May 7, 1822, entitled **An act further 
to establish the compensation of officers of cus- 
toms, and to alter certain collection districts, and 
for other purposes;’’ which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce. 
FRENCH SHIP LA MANCIIE, 


Mr. STEBBINS moved that the Committee of 


the Whole House on the Private Calendar be dis- | 


charged from the further consideration of Senate 
bill No. 142, for the relief of the owners of the 
French ship La Manche, and that it be put on its 
passage. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STEBBINS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the | 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

FLEET PAYMASTERS, ETC. 
Mr. RICE, o 


f Massachusetts, by unanimous 


consent, introduced the following bills; which || 


were read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

A bill authorizing the appointment of fleet pay- 
masters and fleet engineers; and 


A bill to provide for the education of naval con- | 
| structors and engineers at the Naval Academy, 
| and for other purposes. 


MARY E. HAZZARD. 

Mr. DUMONT, by unanimous manent intro- | 
duced a bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary - Haz- | 
zard, wife of the late Captain George W. He izzard, 
who die dof wounds received at the battle of White 
Oak Swamp, Virginia; which was read a first | 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY PENSIONS. 
Mr. PERHAM, by unanimous consent, intro- 


| duced the following resolution; which was read, 


considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire whether any further legislation is ne- 
cessary to equalize the naval and military pensions, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

UNITED STATES PROPERTY AT ST. LOUIS. 

Mr. BLOW, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to ‘adjust the southern boundary of 


|| the United States reservation powder magazine 


| and marine hospital tract; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 


| on Public Lands. 


j 
j 

1} 

} 

| 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


specht al orde Fr, and that the House resolve itself 


I now move to postpone the 





So the House resolved itself into the ( * 
of the Whole on the state of the Upion srt 
Witson in the chair.) and proceeded t F 


sideration of the bill (1. R. No. 198) makine 
propriations for the support of the Ar: LY for 
year ¢ nding June 30, 1865. 7 
1} The bill was Sret read through, and » 
quen tly read by clauses for amen el nt. 
The clause hs ving been read making appr 
ation for the transportation of the Ary 'Y» Ge, 
Mr. KERNAN said: I move to amend 
serting at the end thereof the follow ing 
Provided, That no part of the moneys her by ¢ 


ated shall be expended for the transportation 
‘ aaieved in the civil department of the Gover 


hidhent 
from their homes at the public expense. 





|| In offering this amendment I desire to cal) 
attention of the House to abuses which | 
| to have been practiced, and which, if pra Lice 
\} ce rtainly should be stopped. This bill, and; 
| part of it with others, appropriates large sums (.. 
transportation. We recently passed a bil! 
priating large sums, and many mil lions | bey 
the estimates. Now, sir, I have been j; 
a upon authority so good that if a com 
1} be ap pointed toexamime itl think ite “an be proy 
1] that ve ry large sums of the public mon ys w 
expende ‘d last year for the purpose of th 
| portation of persous employed in the civil d 
ment of the Government to their homes a 
| again. It was done for the purpose of e 
those persons to vote in the States wher 
| re side id. 
|| Now, sir, it is very proper that any 
ing ¢ le rkships here should, if the y see fit 
to vote; bot itis very improper that they 


f 


*) 


U 


|| be sent home by thousands, as | haw 

formed they have been, every man of them 

ing a ticket which transported him at the pu 

expense, as though they had been soldiers ¢ 

|| to and from the war. I do not state this 

|| course, of my own knowledge; but Idon 

|| it upon mere rumor. I believe I can nam 

|| sons who, if sworn, will have to testify that 

|| mittees came tothe Departments in thiscity | 

the State of Pennsylvania and from other Sta 

| that clerks were interrogated how they wi 

| vote, and every man who said he would vo 

| favor of the Republican candidate had a fu 

| of two weeks without loss of pay, and was { 

nished transportation home and back, and at: 

| public expense, as | am led to believe. 

| Now, 1 am sure this House ore not sal 

| suchapractice. It isan outrage upon the T: 

ury, and I have desired to puta proviso it 

bill which shall*call attention to the fact that ( 

| gress and the law prohibit the trans; 

| civil employés of the Government home at | 

| public expense for the purpose of voting, or for 

any other purpose. If they choose to visit their 

homes they must visit them at their own expense, 

as every other employé not a soldier in the Army 

must do. Abuses, i am informed, have b 
yracticed to a very large extent, men being 
ected out because they ‘would vote ina particular 

| direction, and then furnished with transportau 
home, they all the time drawing their | y 

1 doing no duty during the two weeks. Now, 

| they go home to vote, let them go like any 

| citizens, at their own expense, and do not let us 

| saddle the Treasury with any such corrupt eX 

penditure of the public money. 

Mr. STEVENS. There is no necessity lor 
this amendment, unless it be intended as an 110 
plied censure upon times past. The bill doesnot 

| authorize any such expenditure. On the otier 
hand it confines it entirely to the military service 
of the country. ; 

But the gentleman from New York {Mr. Ken- 
NAN] has be en entirely misled, for if he had know? 
the truth he would not have said what he has 
said; I am quite sure that his candor would he 
prevented him from making such statemen's | 
he had known the truth. I therefore take it! 
he has been deceived by what he supposes © 
correct information, but which is not. I vent 
to say that the gentleman does not affirm itup 
his own knowledge. The gentleman may ! 
through the Departments, and examine Into ev! ; 
case of a cle rk who went home to vote, oF "| 

| any other business, about the time of te' 


( 








} 
i 
} 





into the Committee of the Whole on the state of || tion, and he will find that in no case has (ra'> 
| the Union on the Army appropriation bill. 


The motion was agreed to. 


| portation been furnished by the Government. 
| Iknowthatso faras Pennsylvania isconcerne, 
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yneernee, 


y odmany ec lerks desired to go home, 
nta id anif rm custom, toy 
f the election, they all 


eit! 


rtation or it was j hi by their 


out of a political fund, 


,if you please, 





tcharged upon the Treasury, nor upon 
Department of the Government. 


re the gentleman that upon examination 

» will find that his information has been wholly 
weorrect; and fam sure that if he had known it 
neorrect he would not have made this charge 
at the Government. There is, therefore, 


ie 
) 


, gt t 


aecessity for this amendment, and there was, 
° through misinformation upon which 

7 man relied, scarcely any justification 
saking the statement whichhedid. I know 


thonestly; | know he would not have 
therwise; but he made it u 
{ in consequence of 
ved him. 


nder a mis- 

information which 

i venture to suy that he will 
. jiof ito be untrue, 

Vr. KERNAN. I certainly would not make 

: || grave charge, even as a matter of belief, 

id a serious doubt as to its correctness. l 


sto say to the House thatI did oe 
‘my own knowledge. Idonot. Ididsa 


House, however, that Imade the stateme a4 
formation quite direct, and which I 
I will 
-emation from those who were then em 


i 


believe 
true. 
ployés 
Departments of the Government, and are now. 
it far without any impropriety. Idid 
that every man who went home went 
ne notat his own expense. My informant 


| may go th 


rs and 


stated that he did not understand that their ex- | 
ses were paid by a committee, and that he be- 


eved they a re se eaaiien publicexpense. Now 
his may be all untrue; for the sake of the coun- 
try [hope it is; but that is pretty direct inform- 
sion to come toa member of Congress and he 

reall attention to it, that there may be a vindi- 
cation if there is a mistake, and that astrong hand 
may be laid upon it if any such corrupt practice 
has prevailed, 


aclerk in the transportation department, who,as 
lunderstand, saw the passes, which went through 
ig han ” and they were, as he gave me to un- 
nd, such passes as soldiers who are trans- 
ted by the Government use when they pass. 
, i may be in error. 1 say again I hope 
ae But it will do no harm to put in this 
viso, and let the committee of this House 
ose duty it is to look into the public expendi- 

{ alan call their attention to it—examine and 
see Whether these clerks, who went home in large 
numbers, had their expenses paid by some polit- 
mmittee, or traveled at the expense ot the 
tax-payers of thiscountry. I know, sir, thatthe 
aw does not permit it to be done; butif sucha 
; right that the House 





ghas been done itis 
iould mark their condemnation ef the act by 
putting a proviso in this bill forbidding the trans- 
portation of civilians employed by the Govern- 
mentat the public expense. 
t,llear a“ d these facts somewhat incidentally. 
ese gentlemen did not come to me to inform, 
vutthey made remarks which led me to believe 
“uat Us Outrage on the Treasury had been per- 
ited, desired, at the first opportunit y, to 
i proviso inserted in the proper bill forbid- 
z this; and | desired, in this manner—prop- 
y, l trast—to call the attention of the House, 
4 should be the guardian of the Treasury, to 
formation that 1 have had which leads me to 
veitwas so. I desire that there shall be an 
“Yesugation into this thing, that we may know 


Whether it be true or whethe ritbe false. If itbe | 
el shall rejoice; if true we cannot express | 
mang the condemnation by Congress and 
people of any such practice. 
Mr. STE VENS. Mr. Chairman, as I said 
on » there is no part of this bi which would 
ye 'yvan expenditure for anything but what is 


cid in the bill, and the adoption of such an 
idment would be a mere censure. If there | 

= en any such abuse of the powers of the 

froment it is right that it should not only — 

eclared here butinve stigated. ButI amsure tha 

gentle man does not want to have this go for th 

; public asa suspicious rumor. + call upon 

r sore to give the name of his inf ormant, and 

myself to introduce a resolution, before 

Pati Ho use adjourns to-day, to send the investi- 
‘on to thecommittee on the conduct of the war. | 


state now that I did get the in- | 


I also got further information from || 


| country, as a duty which he owes to 
} aman of honor, to give us the name 


sponsible 


Mi KERNAN Asis d before, i would not 
be proper int me of the individ 
val on whi I spoke re t ub 
lie; buts i I | 
will name witnesses who must know whether it 


be true or not. 
Mr.STEVENS. The committee on the con- 
duct of the war is already 1 d, and I u 
the gentleman, as a duty which he to the 
himself as 
f his in- 
{4 the matter 


owes 


formant, and | shall undertake to se 


forthwith to the committee. I pronounce the 
whole thing false. 

Mr. KERNAN. Whilel cannot say that itis 
true 





Mr. STEVENS. 
rot have 
Mr. 


not 


Then the gentleman should 

mentioned it. 

KERNAN, Ifthe gentleman will cive me 

a whitewashing committ ‘e, DUlL an Inve 

rating committee, | will n 

think will prove the tr 
Mr.STEVENS 

us the name of 

it before thate 

for the clamor, 


ame the witnesses who I 
th of what I said. 
ifthe gentleman will not give 
his informant, that we may send 
mimittee, | hold him responsible 
and the country will hold him re- 
The Ac imi inistration cannot be 
scandalized in this way by 


a privileged place here, un les 


for it, 
ntlemen occupying 


ss they are willing to 


come up and declare the authority for their state- 
ments. If the thing charged has been done, thos 
who did it deserve the severestcensure. If it has 
not been done, those who raise the false clamor 
cannot be held excused. And | again call on the 
gentleman from New York to furnish me, either 
here or privately, with the name of hisinformant, 


that I may send it before th 

Mr. KERNAN. 
position. I took great pains tos 
in guarded language, ii 
true. | took great 
I had acquired information which led me 
lieve it to be true. Let there be a fair 
raised to investigate at whose expense 
were transported home to New York and Penn- 
sylvania from their Departments; and if what I 
have stated is not shown to be true, no man will 
be readierthan | toadmit that] was misled. The 
gentleman (Mr. Stevens] is an old parliamenta- 


committe 
1 will not be put in a false 


iy to this House, 
iat | could not affirm it was 


to be- 
committee 
these men 


rian. Heknows very well that l cannot come be- 
fore the House and expose clerks who may have 
made remarks inadvertently in my presence and 


who would be subjected to 


their names were @ivulged here. 
investigating committee, and 
names of witnesses who will te 
ter, and we will get at the 
Mr.STEVENS. There 
of the man who t truth. 
perjurer, he will be punished; 


rreat per 
* ep rive us an 
1 will furnish the 
stify as to this mat- 
truth, 
will be no persecution 
If he liarand 
butif he tells the 


iS Lie 


isa 


truth, he will deserve the thanks of the country. 
If the gentleman from New York has allowed 
himself to be Misled and placed tn an unenviable 


position, he ought to sethimself right. Asto the 
artial, it does not lie in the 
mouth of a gentleman to impeach a committee 
already raised by both branches of Congress by 
insinuating that it is not impartial. Had some 
other gentleman made this allegation | would not 
have been surprised; but they come to me with 
astonishment from the gentleman who has made 
them; and I again say that unless he 

names he must be put down as the calumniator. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Mr. Chairman, 
I have a strong belief in the truth of the charge 
made by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Kernan.}] Ido not believe this Administration 
of the Government incapable of doing what has 
been charged on it; and I shall wait for the in- 
vestigation offered to be made to bring the facts 
to light. I do not know the facts that hate been 
stated; but, as I have already said, 1 haye the 
strongest suspicion that they are true. 

I should like to know wl har gre s transpor- 
tation for the slave women and children stolen 
from St. Mary’s county, Marylan d. Recently, 
sir, Government vess¢ : and steamers came there 
and robbed the owners of their women and chil- 
dren under the pretense that they were the wives 
and offspring of those who had enlisted in the 
United St tates Army. Who paid for that? Where 
is the law which wil! justify even the robbing the 
owners of the negro women and children of Gov- 
ernment soldiers ? 


committee being impé 


vives the 


pains, nevertheless, to say that | 


secution if 
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Mr. STEVENS, 


[ call the ventlemar m 

Maryland to o1 ley id Mm no eak . to > 
mendment ised 
ISSUueSs ¢ ow (| 

Mr. HARRIS, of M 1 ZTdid not hear 
the wi ret ix lay m be 
sylvanl Tle alway sor excite 
the mirth of that side of the ET 

l assert here, sir, that there is no law for the 
robbery perpet ee idliiahiiin Cleon? Cie, 
jamin ir ‘Butl There is no law to justify the 
bringing ates amers along the shore and rob! 


ine 
~ 


my constituents of their slave You have passed 


laws to take certain negroes within certain ages, 
and then there is an order of the military depart- 
ment by which these steamers are brought along 
the shore to rob us of women and children and 
to takethem to Fortress Monroe. This has taken 


place in St. Mary’s county, where | bave | ly 
been. Some of my constituents have been robbed 
of all their servants. I myself hay een reat 
sufferer. Lam not excited on that account, al- 
thouch | havearightto demand ju e, Lthink 
that the Administration h would sanction 
such a robbery would y of anything, and 
especia ly the charg S mad i y the rontlieman 
from New York 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, Lhad not the 
pleasure of hearing the remarks of the gentleman 
trom New York, |Mr. Kernan,]| but | heard his 
brief response to my \ ral ! distinguished 
colleague, [Mr. Stevens,jin which he implicated 
Pennsy!vania and | y of Philad i,and I 
ie ¢ leave to say thatloy alund honestvotersabsent 
from thatciiy iT d St: onduty were ncentrated 
there, and patriotic soldiers who were legally en- 
titled to vote, but were in hospital here or else- 


where, were trans rred to their respective voting 
districts that they might exercise their legal right. 
IL beg leave also to say to him and this House 
the country, that the Government s« 
or soldier to thatcity orStatet 


knew the great 


»and to 
tno civilian 
vote. ‘The patriotic 
involved in the last 
tion. They knew that the armies in the field 
were either to be sustained by patriots at home 
or overthrown bya —s > in the rear, and they 


people issue 


elec 


Its of nearly three years 
of bloody war should be ‘lon for the want of the 


expenditure of a few tens of thousands of dollars. 


They knew the candidate of the Democratic party 
for the eubernatorial chair of the State had ex- 
presse d his entire sympathy while upon the su- 


preme bench with the South by announcing that 
if a division line should be made he wanted it 
upon the north side of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. STILES. Will my collearue yi Id to me? 
Ir. KELLEY. Yes,sir. Doesmy coll azue 
undertake to controvert that propos 
Mr. STILES. In what portion of 
Pennsylvania did the candidate of 
tratic party ever use 


it that ex pre ssion? 

Mr. KELLEY. He proclaimed it from the 
bench. 

Mr. STILES. In what case? 

Mr. KELLEY. It was in the hearing of the 
bar of Delaware and Chester counties. 

Mr. STILES. In what case? 

Mr. KELLEY. It was notin any case; it was 
in a conversation between the judge and the bar 
while waiting five minutes before beginning the 
arzument of the list of cases from those counties. 

Mr. STILES. Does not my colleague know 
that the slander was refuted in the canvass? 

Mr. KELLEY. No,sir. The truth of it was 
not even denied in the contest. 

Mr. STILES. It wasdenied all over the Com- 
monwealth, and I pronounce ihe statement here 
utterly untrue 


Mr. KELLEY. 


ition? 
the State 
the Demo- 


leallupon my colleague who 
represents the Delaware and Chester district [Mr. 
Broomatt] tosay whether he, the Messrs. Dar- 
lington and two other distinguished members of 
that bar, did not hear Hon. George W. Wood- 
ward make the remark | have attributed to him 
from the supreme bench of Pennsy! 

Mr.STILES. I call upon them too; fori deny 
that he ever made the remark. 

Mr. BROOMALL. As!I amealled upon I feel 


bound to state what I did see and hear upon the 


vania, 


occasion alluded to. My colleacue | M: Keviey} 
is somewhat mistaken i stat , I . It was 
not from the bench t at tise d I ition We smade, 


and it was not during the trial or argument ota 


cause It was be fore the session commenced and 
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att 


were waiting for the 
urt. I ited whati then heard uponevery stamp 
whichI wa 


hour of opening 


lost ii upon during the State canvass; 
I never heard it denied; | never saw it denied in 
any paper; and | do not think it would be denied 
in the State of Pennsylvania. 1 said on all occa- 
sthat [ held myself responsible for what | 
aid, that I had the proof, and the witnesses, and 
named them. 
And now I will state what wassaid. I cannot 
rememover the time at which this conversauon 
place, but | well remember it was afier the 


ore if issue 


Lows 
s now being decided before the country 
l had be 


outbreak had occurred, wd possibly 


upon the fi ome 


any 


lunminent, but betore 


be fore 


any ite had actually seceded, though of this | 
am not sure. But it was common talk in the 
country that this thing was goingtobe. Onthat 


occasion the gentleman who was the candidate for 
(overnot fall opposed to the Unionists in 
the State of Pe nnsyivania, in the supreme court 
room, in the presence of probably some of his fel- 
low judges, certainly in the presence of the bar 
of the district | represent, and without any pre- 
tense to secrecy, butaloud in public conversation, 
said thatifa division took place between the North 
and the South he wanted the dividing line to go 


north of Pennsylvania. 


bist 


I remember the circum- 

stance very well, for | had never heard sucha thing 

full from the lips of any Pennsylvanian before. 
Mr. KELLEY. 


I renew the assertion, quali- 
fyins 


it only in that he was not on the bench but 
was Waiting at the ste ps to ascend it, there being 
five minutes of time before the argument-list could 
properly be called, that George W. Woodward 
did make the remark I attributed to him; and I 
say further that no man who values his character 
ity has contradicted it or will contradict 
it, for the bar of two counties ce rufy to it, 

Sir, | say that, knowing the character of the 
Democratic candidate for Governor, knowing or 
believing as they did that the results of nearly 
three years of bloody war depended upon the elec- 
tion, the loyal people of Pennsylvania, chiefly, to 
their praise be it spoken, of Philadelphia, con- 
tributed their thousands and tens of thousands of 
dollars, and selected from among themselves men 
of integrity and character to execute their noble 
purpose, and thus carried to the mountains and 
valleys and towns and cities of Pennsylvania the 
wounded and stricken soldiers who, unable to 
serve their country upon the field, might protect 
heratthe ballot-baxes. And, sir,inthusexpend- 
ing their money they relieved thousands of brave 
men from the monotony of the hospitals in which 
they longed for the comforts and joys of home, 
and secured them the right which that same can- 
didate had, as judge of 


for verad 


the supreme court, by a 
doubtful decision, denied them. 

I can also speak for other States and for the 
men at the head of our Government. Away back 
in the early part of last spring, when the snow 
covered the surface of New England, it was my 
privilege to assist in the campaign in New Hamp- 
shire, and I know that those people, whose souls 
are said by the chivalry of the South to be of less 
value to them than their dollars, contributed from 
the wealth they extract by unremitting industry 
from their thin and barren soil thousands of dollars 
to bring their brave sick and wounded soldiers 
home; and I know the clerks in the Departments 
from the two States of New Hampshire and Penn- 
syivania made up by general contribution a fund 
to bear the expenses of those who could not afford 
themselves to go home. In all this no Govern- 
ment conveyance and no dollar of public money 
wasused. And | unite with my distinguished 
colleague in asking the gentleman, [Mr. Kernan,] 
as a duty pertaining to a man of honor, to indi- 
cate to the Government that one of its employés 


who thus slanders it and tries to bring it into | 


disrepute with the loyal people, and I cast back 
his aspersiou of the State and city which I have 
the honor in part to represent. 

Mr. STILES. lL understood my colleague to 


say that this conversation with Judge Woodward | 


took place in November of last year? 

Mr. BROOMALL. Oh, no. 

Mr. KELLEY. If my colleague will yield to 
me fora moment I will fix the time within a few 
months. 

Mr. STILES. I beg my colleague’s pardon; 
I thought he fixed a time. 


Mr. KELLEY. 


It now turns out that this con- 
versauio k place before any State had seceded 
from this Union—before this war, long before this 
war; and I say to my colleague that this slander, 
which was circulated all over the State of Penn- 
dated since hostilities commenced, 
and was refuted all over that Commonwealth, 
denied through the press and denied by Judge 
Woodward himself. 

My colleague says that certain money was raised 
State of Pennsylvania for the purpose of 
transporting these soldiers to their homes that 
they might vote. 1 say here, upon undoubted 
authority, that that fund was raised in the city of 
Philauelphia by contractors under the Govern- 
ment. ‘l'wenty-five hundred dollars were paid by 
one individual having a contract in thatcity, and 
the fund was altogether made up by money raised 
from contractors who were plundering this Gov- 
ernment, 

Sir, we have heard these slanders against the 
Democratic candidate for Governor of Pennsyl- 


Mr. STILES. 


Syivania, was 


in the 


vania from the beginning of this session of Con- | 


rress, 


I say to my colleague that,in his own 
city of Philadelphia, men who had no residence 
in that city, who were confined in hospitals—I 
have it from the best authority—were allowed to 
vole in that gubernatorial election, 

Mr. KELLEY. Will my colleague yield to 
me for a moment? 

Mr. STILES. Oh yes, let him speak. 

Mr. KELLEY. Wiil my colleague deny that 
Judge Woodward ever used that language to the 
bar of Chester and Delaware counties? 

Mr. STILES. If he did, it was a conditional 
Statement, 

Mr. KELLEY. 
my question? 

Mr. STILES. The remark was entirely un- 
meaning, if he made it, for no hostilities had then 
broken out, no date of the oonversation is fur- 
nished. ‘This remark was made in private con- 


Then you decline to answer 


versation between Judge Woodward and gentle- | 


men who were then present, and it received no 


| word of dissent from any of the gentlemen pres- 


ent at the time. It was only in a contingency 
that that remark was made to apply, if made at 
all; which was the contingency of a separation; 
and yet it was brought up against Judge Wood- 
ward when he became a prominent candidate for 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and never until then, 

Mr. BROOMALL. My colleague will allow 


me to say that he is mistaken in the idea that that 


| remark of Judge Woodward was received with 


no word of dissent. More than one of those 
present expressly dissented from it, and one of 


| them, in particular, with a considerable degree 


of warmth. 
Mr. STILES. Who was that? 
Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. William Darlington, 


| of West Chester. 


Mr. STILES. 


Did my colleague who has just 


taken his seat join in the publication of those re- | 


marks of Judge Woodward? 
Mr. BROOMALL. I never published those 


remarks except from the stump, and I never 
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heard them denied, and I never saw any denial of | 


them in the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STILES. Then my colleague never read 
the newspapers in the State. 

Mr. MALLORY. If the gentleman will yield 


to me, | would like to ask one or two questions. 


| The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Broom- 


; ran north of Pennsylvania. 


aLL,| as | understand him, states that Judge 
W oodward said in that conversation that if evera 
dividing line were drawn he would want the line 
j Did he say where 
he wanted the line run? It seems to me to have 
been a very indefinite sort of conversation thatgen- 
tlemen are disputing about here. We want ac- 
curacy in this matter. Where, for instance, did 
he want the line to go? 

Mr. STEVENS. He wanted to go with the 
South, and you ought to thank him for it. 
Mr. BROOMALL. I have been asked a ques- 
tion. ‘There could be no mistaking where Judge 
Woodward wanted the line—at least it was clear 
he did not want it along the Canada line, because 
he had in the same conversation indulged in the 
same remarks about the Yankees, who, I believe, 


| live south of the Canada line, that I suppose the 


|, gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Matuory] en- 
I say that I will fix the time. || 


tertains and indulges in. 
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Mr. MALLORY. Will the gentleman a ‘ 
; me F 
| Mr. BROOMALL. I must first answer 1} 
other question asked by the gentleman. | do kn ca 
that the gentleman who dissented from that sa 
ution of the Union wanted the dividing line alin, 
south of the Gulf of Mexico, certainly notacrogs 


| duringthatcanvass. One was General McClelia; 





justice in imputing tomeany disrespectful fe 


any part of the territory of the country, 


Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman does me jp. 


: > eeiing 
or opinion about the Yankees. [| have never ey 


pressed or felt such an opinion, and I defy 
gentieman to refer to any such opinion expr: 
by me. 
Mr. BROOMALL. = Lam very glad to be eo, 
rected in that particular. Lam very glad indeed that 
the gentleman from Kentucky differs from Judes 
W oodward, of Pennsylvania, * 
Mr. MALLORY. 


opinion. 


he 


SSeq 


| express no difference of 
1 deny that lever expressed an Opini 


‘ pinion 
concurring with Judge Woodward in his detesta. 
tion of Yankees; and I say that the gentleman has 


no right to impute to me such a feeling, 
Mr. BROOMALL. There were two digi 


guished gentlemen of Pennsylvania who 


ALreed 
>! 4 


an 
and the other Judge Woodward. | am glad the 


gentleman from Kentucky does not agree with 
either of them. ; 

Mr. MALLORY. IfGeneral McClellan agreed 
with Judge Woodward I believe I mustagree with 
himalso. IL follow General McClellan’s lead any. 
where. ; 

Mr. STILES. Mr. Chairman, if this conver. 
sation, said to have taken place between Judge 


| Woodwardand some gentlemen of the Delaware 
| county bar, was not alluded to in the canvass jt 


was because it was not considered a matter of any 
importance. If he made the remark it was in the 
event of the party now in power breaking un the 
Union, which, by their accession to power, they 
hoped to do, and which they had labored to do 
for years. In that case he said, so says my col- 
league, he would desire the line to be north of 


| Pennsylvania, an event he did not desire, and 
|| hoped would not take place. 


That isall. He 
never desired a separation of these States; but on 
the contrary, every act of his long public life, and 
every act of his private life, illustrates his devo- 
tion to the Constitution and Union. Every slan- 
derous tongue that utters a word to the contrary 
does injustice to a pure man, and is a libel upon 
his name and upon the great Democratic party of 
his native State who have honored him from early 
manhood unul now. I pronounce all these vile 


| slanders unworthy of notice in this House. His 





name will live when his assailants are forgotten 
in the infamy that awaits them. 

One word as to the very proper amendment of 
fered by the gentleman from New York. |t pro- 
vides that no portion of this appropriation shall 
be used for the purpose of transporting persons 
in the employ of the Government to and from 
their homes. It means, I hope, to prevent inter- 
ference in the elections. If the Government, 
through its corrupt agents, furnished no trans- 
portation to soldiers and civilians to return 0 
their respective States for the purpose of car- 
rying the elections, the amendment can do no 
harm. 

I do not know whether the charge made by the 


| gentleman from New York is true or false. It 


has been charged in the press all over the country. 
Neither does my distinguished colleague from (he 
Lancaster district know whether itis true or faise, 
But I repeat that the amendment can do no harm. 
Public rumor has said that the Goyernment had 
furnished transportation to a large number of men 
to go into Pennsylvania for the purpose of |! fu- 
encing the election in that State. And we have 
the astounding fact, notwithstanding nearly one 
hundred thousand men were in the field from (hat 
State, that at that election there were thirty thou- 
sand more votes cast than ever had been cast be 
fore at a general election in that State. 

I do not see that there can be any sound objec 
tion to the amendment; and the fact that I nes 
greatly excited my colleague from Lancaster, 
shows that it is not without point. I desire t)" 
it shall be ‘adopted, so as to protect the aes 
Treasury, and at the same time to preserve !'0! 
invasion the rights of the people. 

Mr.GOOCH. I shoal tie to ask the gentle 


7 : : hal 
man from New York if he can inform us ‘0 w! ; 
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men were transported at Government 


Vir. KERNAN. My information was as to 
. P Pr nusyivalia. 

uv, GOOCH. ‘The reason why I asked the 
‘ is: the State of New Hampshire held 


sonis ee 
tion a few days since, and I am informed 
ontleman now present on this floor who has 
; he entire management of ansporting civil- 
xd th . 


athis vicinity to New Hampshire, that not 
dollar was paid by the Government for 
‘transportation, but that on the other hand 
ery cl cand civilian who went there did so at 
 cwnexpense or through the contributions of 
olitical friends. 
, | have before me the names of the men who went 
New Hampshire to vote at the late election, 
with the amount paid by each for transportation ; 
ang a high officer of this House will verify by his 
oath the truth of the record. Here, then, we have 
7 fihat the Government has not paid a dol- 
oy for the transportation of any clerk or other 
»ivilian to New Hampshire to vote in the late elec- 
von, and 1 submit that there is no reason to be- 
ove that it has paid one dollar for the transpor- 
tation of any person to any other State for such 


rnose 


sfrot 
‘ oe 
1 Si! 





| understood the gentleman from New York 
Mr. Kernan] to say that the committee on the 
aduct of the war, a committee composed of gen- 


nen from both political parties, is a whitewash- | 


ingcommittee, Did | understand the gentleman 
sorrectly ? ; 

Vr. KERNAN. I said that I wanted the mat- 
ter investigated by a committee appointed by the 


House,and that Ldid not want it to go to. a white- | 


washing committee. I meant no disrespect to the 
genuemai. 
the committee are. I said that | did not want it 
to go to a Whitewashing committee. [ said | 


i do not know who the members of 


|| fraud and slander by the pure-minded and high- 


wanted & committee appointed to investigate the | 


subject if anything were done at all. 

Mr. GOOCH. It comes to this, then, that the 
gentleman from New York has as much authority 
torcharging thatthe Government transported civil- 
wns to their States to vote as he has for insinu- 


} tee is notcalled by theirown name. 


ating that a committee of this House is a white- | 


washing committee; and no authority for either. 
Thegentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] 

nosed that this matter should be referred to the 
gation. No member of that committee asked it. 
Nomember desires it. If it is referred to them 
they will investigate it thoroughly and to the sat- 
isfaction of everybody. 

Mr. KERNAN. Let me state my meaning. 
The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Biar] the 
other day charged fraud and corruption upon the 
Treasury Department in reference to the trade in 

ton. He promised upon his responsibility to 
prove the charges to be true. Instead of appoint- 
ing a select committee, his resolutions were re- 
ferred to the committee on the conduct of the 
war,and in my presence he called for the yeas 
and nays, saying that he wanted to know who 
were for sending his proposition to a whitewash- 
wg committee. 
when charges are made against an Administra- 
Yon in power and a committee is appointed of the 
inends of that Administration, that it is always 
called a whitewashing committee? 
oder parliamentarians than I am. 


The friends 
the Administration try, so far as they are able, 
screen it. 1 believe in such cases the expres- 
‘ion “* whitewashing’? is almost universal. Never 
velore did I think it was personal to call a com- 
miitee a whitewashing committee. As I have 
suid, the gentleman from Missouri tried to get a 
= ect committee, and when they proposed to re- 
“this resolutions to the committee on the con- 
“uct of the war he called for the yeas and nays, 
as he said he wanted to know who desired to send 
-* Proposition to a whitewashing committee. It 
18 A ge neral eX pression. 
whe BOOCH. Mr. Chairman, several of my 
“a Son the committee and myself were ab- 
~ trom the House on public business on the 
necasion to which the gentleman refers. I fear 
{the has followed.a bad example in this case, 
inn against the committee is pre- 
a at piece with his charge against the Ad- 
rave thet on If I understand him correctly he 
any committee of this House, no matter 


Does not the gentleman know, | 


I appeal to | 


| charged to have been carried on by the present Ad- 


} 


for what purpose created, composed of a majority 
if the friends of the Administration, is a white- 
washing committee, and that gentlemen on the 


other side have a pariiamentary 
whitewashi ry commillttee, 


y right to call ita 
Itison this principle, 

at the gentleman feels authorized to 
charge upon the Administration a corrupt expendi- 
ture of the public money, shielding himself be- 
hind the fact that he is an Opposition member. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I desire to ask what the 
question before the committee is? 

The CHAIRMAN. _Itis upen the proposition 
of the gentleman from New York,[Mr. Kernan. } 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. Well,sir, 1 think the de- 
bate is about exhausted upon that, half a dozen 
members having spoken on both sides. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
bill has not been c! sed. 

Mr. CHANLER. The question before the 
committee has, through the various.turns of de- 


whether my colleague 


| suppose, t! 


General debate upon the 


bate, been brought to this: 


nt et & 
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be 


turned off by these personal assaults? What 
we desire is an investigation for truth. 

Mr. STEVENS. | do not rise to answer the 
ventleman, but mere ly to see whether this debate 


cannotbe broughttdaclose. The gentleman who 


has just spoken need not fear that | will make any 


insinuation Or sneer or thrust at him: there are 
some reptiles so flat that the common foot ef man 
cannot crush them. [Laughter.] | move that the 


| committee rise for the purpose of closing this de- 


[Mr. Kernan] is entitled (should he see fit to ask || 
| the House to examine this question) to acommit- || 


tee of investigation for the purpose of inquiring | 


> 


into certain improper and fraudulent practices 


ministration for the purpose of securing a majority 
intheelections. He proposes to ask no more than 
an investigation; he willask of Congress no more 
than a public avowal of facts. But heis metupon 
the threshold of his inquiry with the charge of 


minded chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, a man who never at any time impugns 
aught against another, who never rises without 
sneering as he takes his seat, who allows every 
reputationtogo untainted. ‘Thatgentleman, with | 
an indignation not manifested on any other occa- 
sion, hurls the full force of his rhetoric againsta 
man simply asking for truth. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Goocn,] too, is indignant that his party commit- | 
1 He charges, | 
in effect, my colleague from New York with great 


impropriety because he did not call them a black- 


washing committee. ‘They want to smut the mat- 
ter over; they want to cover up the operations of 
this wrong which they dare not bring to light. 


They do not hesitate to impugn the motives of a 


mmittee on the conduct of the war for investi- | 


member upon this floor seeking for truth, while 
they themselves are denying the only practicable 
means of arriving at the truth. 


Mr. KELLEY. lask the gentleman from New 


York to allow me to inquire when the gentleman 


||} a committee? 





from New York has moved the appointment of 
I have kaown no such motion to 
be made. I supposed we were discussing a pend- 
ing amendment to the bill under consideration. 

Mr.CHANLER. 1 will inform the gentleman 
that the discussion upon this amendment has 
turned upon the matter of thisinvestigation, which 
it is very well known the gentleman from New 
York stands ready to move whenever the proper 
opportunity offers in the House. The whole | 
drift of this debate has been tothateffect. Upon 
that proposed investigation the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means turned upon my 
colleague from New York and demanded that 
inasmuch as he had asked an investigation he 
should transfer that investigation to a committee 
already existing; so | understand the gentleman | 
to have said. 

Now, sir, the point before this committee is one 
of honor and of honesty. These gentlemen pro- 
pose tosmut over the inquiry. They do not like 
the name of ‘‘ whitewashing committee.’’ Let 
them have their own name and their own way, 
but let us on this side of the House have the truth. 
All want the light. 

Ifthe gentleman from New York, my colleague, | 
is right, if he proves his case, then the genileman 
from Massachusetts admits that his committee is 
a whitewashing committee. He has accepted the 
proposition that if the charge is true his commit- 
tee is a whitewashing committee. He admitted 
it in his argument. 

Now, to remove himself from the impropriety 
of his position, from the dilemma of his own 


| choice, he must in honor and fairness permit this 


question to come before a committee for investi- 
gation, and I understand my colleague is ready to 
move such an investigation. I ask this House 
whether this charge which has been made is to | 


bate. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Wixson reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


having, according to order, had the state of the 
Union generally under consideration, and partic- 
ularly the bill of the House (No. 198) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1865, had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 

Mr. STEVENS. I[movethat whenthe House 
again goes into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union all debate upon the clause 
under consideration be closed in one minute after 
the committee shall resume its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. General debate will have to 
be closed upon the whole bill before the motion 
of the gentleman will be in order. The rule pro- 


| vides that all debate upon a clause ora section of a 


bill may be closed after general debate has been 
closed on the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move, then, that all gen- 
eral debate upon the bill be closed in five minutes 
after the House shall again go into committee. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to know whether 
the gentleman proposes to cut off all debate upon 
this bill? 

Mr. STEVENS. 
five-minute debate. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understeod the proposi- 
tion to be to cut off all debate. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is to cut 
off the hour speeches, leaving the five-minute de- 
bate to proceed. And then the gentleman pro- 
poses to move that all debate upon the particular 
clause shall cease in five minutes. 

The motion of Mr. Stevens was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. Il now move that all debate 
upon the pending clause, in committee, be closed 
in five minutes after the committee again resumes 
its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Wixsown in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the Army appropriation bill; 
the pending question being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Kernan. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire tomake an inquiry 


All general debate; not the 


| of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, the chatr- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, as 
to the propriety of the proposed amendment 
Even admitting it to be true that employés in 


| the civil department of the Government have not 


been permitted to use Government transportation 
for the purpose of reaching their respective States 
to vote, this amendment is still necessary. This 
proposition goes further—it proposes that no part 
of this appropriation shall be expended for the 
purpose of transporting civilians not connected 
in any way withthe Army. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania seems to think there is no law or 
regulation that now allows that kind of transpor- 
tation. | wish to inquire of the gentleman whether 
he has not seen within the last few months an order 
issued by the War Department authorizing a die- 


7 


| tinguished bishop of one of the churches of this 
| country, residing in the Northwest, to preceed by 


these facilities offered by the Government, and at 
the.expense of the Government, to the city of 
Memphis, New Orleans, and perhaps elsewhere, 
for the purpose of taking charge of certain church 
property which the Secretary of War deemed it 
important, for civil purposes at least, to putunder 
his control, but in nowise connected with mili- 
tary opperations. Indeed, as far from it as a 
peaceful religion is from war. 








ee 
Crs 
Pt batt « 


=< 





ve © 4" 
a 
5 
iit 
Hi 
i 


lp A A ey 


aR Ge aot yr ge agit 


at ae 


PLR eet 


1224 


Now, if such an order was issued, and the Gov- 
ernment transportation was used for such a pur- 
pose, I submit it would be certainly very wise to 
limit the appropriation of this fund tothe specific 
objects of the war 


nd purposes properly con- 
nected with il, an | for no other purposes what- 
ever. 

Mr. STEVENS. Evidently this amendment 
was not intended for any such purpose. That 
order was issued in the legitimate discharge of the 
duties of the office, and therefore I suppose the 
amendment was not intended to prohibit it, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
prohibit it? 

Mr. STEVENS. It ought not. 

Mr. HOLMAN, Itseems to meitshould. It 
seems to me the Secretary of War as an officer of 
war has no connection with the churches of the 
country, and has nothing to do with church prop- 
erty as such, so far as the Government is con- 
cerned; and I think the use of Government trans- 
portation for the purpose of looking after eccle- 
siastical matters and regulating the religious de- 
nominations 18 just as far from the legitimate 
purposes of the war as the Secretary of War 
could possibly get. What has he to do with 


church property, unless he uses it for war pur-| 
ape and with the employment of bishops to || 


ook after that species of property? Tomy mind 
itis & monstrous proposition that under the un- 
fortunate circumstances of the times there should 
be, through the agency of the Secretary of War 


or any other agency, a bringing together of these | 


two elements so foreign to each other of Church 
and State. The agents of consolidation are suffi- 
cient without this. I think it very desirable, for 


the express purpose of cutting off an appropria- | 


tion of the public treasure to objects having no 
legiumate connection with the war, that this 
amendment should be adopted. 

Another thing: ithas not been atall uncommon 
forcivilians, speculators, favorites of quartermas- 
ters, under various pre tenses—I am saying noth- 
ing now about elections—to be furnished with 


transportation. Some quartermasters are more | 
rigid than others, but such transportation is con- | 


stantly afforded, and a provision expressly pro- 
hibiting the application of public transportation to 
private purposes, except In connection with the 
Army,would not possibly doany harm, and might 
and would result in preventing a real abuse. 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out the last 
word. I confess, Mr. Chairman, | have been 
somewhat surprised at the direction which this 
debate hastaken. I confessI cannot see the perti- 


nency of a great deal that has been said here to the | 


amendment under consideration. But I may be 
excused for indulging in illegitimate debate in view 
of the fact that my colleagues from Pennsylvania 
have taken occasion at this time, as they have 


done heretofore, to attack one of the purest, ablest, | 


and best of the sons of the Keystone State. Iam 


not surprised that a man like Judge Woodward | 


should be assailed by those who are foremost in 
the work. Iam not surprised that they should 
come even into this Hall and retail stale slanders 
which met with no credence at hisown home or 
among their own people. 

Now, sir, with a view of answering the man 
who has made himself mainly responsible for these 
attacks, [ will put in contrast with the record of 
him whom he has assailed that of one who has 
assumed to be a leader on yonder side of the 
House and for this Administration; and he has 
no right to complain if I weigh him in the scales 
which will do justice to both parties. I ask the 
Clerk to read the article which I send up. 

Mr. KELLEY. From whence do you derive it? 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia paper, and is an extract from the 
Pennsylvanian when edited by Colonel John W. 
Forney, now a leader under this Administration, 


and the article appeared in his paper as editorial. 
| 


The Clerk read as follows: 
* In order that we may do no injustice to this virtuous Rep- 


resentative, and as it will doubtless be more agreeable to | 


him to have the testimony of one of his dearest political 


friends as to his character, we republish the opinion which | 


the present Clerk of the Senate had of him at that period. 
' rs Ihe Pennsylvanian of September 19, 1851, thus spoke of 
nim : 

“** KELLey now stands before the public blackened with 
the guiltofshameless inconsisteng ,personal treachery, and 
the meanest hypocrisy.’ * ° ° * ‘*Wemay 


_ iH 


Would notthisamendment | 


Itis froma | 





as well expect the example of Benedict Arnold to produce 


converts to treason as the nomination #f WitutiamM D. Kex- | 


LEY, under the circumstances, and in violation of a pledge 
that a brave and honest man would have died rather than 
have foricited even by implication, to induce Democrats 
to abandon their party.’ 

‘The Pennsy!vanian, September 20, 1851, said: 

“ <¢Tt was predicted of WittraM D. Kevriey, by more than 
one of his intimate friends, the moment he was appointed 
judge by the lamented Francis R. Shunk, that he we ‘Id 
eventually forget the hand that raised him to power, and 
stab the generous party that took him from obscurity.’ . 
7 * 


* §'Those who had used him did not hesitate to’ 
. . . * 






‘ despise the shamelessness of an exam- 
ple which in any inan would have been regarded as base, 
but which in a jurist, clothed with sacred powers, was the 
extreme of infamy, Little more was heard of him for a 
year or two. His position with the bar always was that of 
|| an exceedingly weak man, whose whole stock in trade was 
that of being a noisy and impudent declaimer, and whose 
only claim to official favor had been bis effectual denuncia- 
tions of the Whig party. He had few or no legal abilities, 
and he was too willingto take his opinions, ready made, 
from his more able and painstaking associates.’ 

“After accusing Judge Ketiey of deliberate falsehoods, 
the article goes on: 

‘““¢The following is the distinct and comprehensive 
pledge sent by Judge Ketuey to the Democratic conference, 
whieh he says was not allowed to be read to that body, 
coolly forgetting that none of the other pledges from the 
other candidates were read, according to a resulution of the 
conference :’ 


‘*¢ Pledge, 
“¢¢ PuitapDeLPuia, September 4, 185). 

*« © My pear Sir: [ have just learned with surprise that 
iny name was yesterday placed in general nomination be- 
fore the Whig convention. 

«This was done without my knowledge or consent. I 
| have never been a member of that party, but have uniformly 

voted the Democratic ticket; and if lam not nominated by 

the Democratic convention, [ will accept no nomination. 

I beg leave to request you to lay this before the convention 

over which you preside. 
| ***7T am respectfuliy yours, 

1 «<WM. D. KELLEY. 
“ <« Hon. Cnas. Brown.’ ” 
Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. In the face 

of that pledge this gentleman was elected to a re- 
| sponsible office by a party then in antagonism to 
the Democratic party, which had refused to nom- 
inate him for that position; and what | have had 
read is the language of the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, the editor of this Administration and court 
journal of the city of Washington! ‘Thatis what 
| Colonel Forney thought then, and God only 
| knows what he thinks now. 
| - . 
| I have felt compelled to resort to this personal 
| line of remark for the reason that if there has been 
| any one man on the other side of the House who 
| J 
' 


| has been unrelentingly arrogant, and has done 
injustice to those who have rights here, though 
in a minority, it has been the gentleman to whom 
{ now refer. I have done it in defense of Hon. 
George W. Woodward, and at the same time in 
my own and the defenseof those I represent. I 
presume that this amendment will share the fate 
of the proposition to inquire into speculations in 
General Butler’s department, and that it will be 
tabled. 

Are these times when the representatives of 
| the people ought to show an indisposition to in- 
| vestigate, to sift to the very bottom what may 
| have been the conduct of their officials and those 
to whom they have intrusted their rights and 
their means? And yet such seems to be the dis- 
position of gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House. Itisamatter of public notoriety—I have 
heard it throughout my entire State, not from my 
own party, but tacitly admitted by gentlemen op- 
posed to me in politics—that the presence of sol- 
diers at the polls inthe late Pennsylvaniaelection 
could be accounted for upon no other theory than 
that they had been sent home, not gt their own 
expense, but at the expense of the ees 
and that upon the express stipulation that they 
would vote the self-styled loyal ticket. 

If there has been nothing wrong in regard to 
this matter, investigation candono harm. Hence 
I say that itis the duty of this House, ina proper, 
honest, candid, bold discharge of its duty, to adopt 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. KELLEY. Justice to the memory of my 
colleague’s lamented father requires that Y should 
say a few words in response to him. He wasmy 
friend in the campaign of 1851,and approved my 
acts and congratulated me on. the ten thousand 
majority with which the people honored me in 
spite of this slander. 

The production of this stale slander is the frank- 
est avowal of coéperation with the confederate 
|| forces | have yet heard made on this floor. The 
\| author of the article just read was Robert Tyler, 
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|, the present register of the confederate 

| the son, and, as he believed, heir apparent of if 

it of 1 

|| late accidental President of the United — 
|John Tyler. Colonel Forney is by eT ey 
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responsible for it. 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. 
personal explanation. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 decline to be interrupteg \, 
the gentleman. I did not interrupt him, ang | 4, 
not wish to be interrupted by him. Not even ke 
will dare to say that that letter from me which} 
has caused to be read was ever presented to ; 
convention to which it was addressed. | ae 
reached the convention. And so indignant a 
the body of the Democratic party at the pie 
practiced upon them that they took up its maker 
and, while the ticket of that party generally pre. 
vailed in the election, gave him ten thousand ma. 
jority. I let the people of Pennsylvania answer 

’ 
Robert Tyler’s slanders, thus retailed by my ¢9). 
league. ae 

A word as to the amendment of the gentle 
from New York, [Mr. Kerwan.] It is in koon. 
ing with citations from Robert Tyler, register of 
the treasury of the so-called confederate Siates 
Presented under the guise of protecting us agains: 
official corruption, or the possibility of Dolitical 
slander, what does it prove tobe? Why, itist 
be the means of preventing the women and phy. 
sicians and philanthropists and patriots of ths 
country from flocking to the battle-field to gather 
and relieve the wounded and the dying, it isa 
blow at the sanitary and Christian commissions. 

Mr. KERNAN. Will the gentleman from Ney 
York allow me to interrupt him for one moment? 

Mr. KELLEY. No, Mr. Chairman, | yield 
to none of them. 

Mr. KERNAN. Theamendment is expressly 
against sending men home at Goverimentexpensg 
to vote at elections. 

Mr. KELLEY. WhenI was at Antietam’s 
field of horrors I saw that there was but one road 
by which women could come to the relief of the 
wounded soldier 

Mr. STILES. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman knows! will 
not yield to him. Sir, this amendment isa blow 
aimed at the wounded and dying of our Army, 

Mr. STILES. I raise the point of order that 
the gentleman is not discussing the question be- 
fore the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will pro 
ceed in order. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Let him 
say all he has to say, whether in order or out of 
order. 

Mr. KELLEY. I was,as I have said, at An- 
tietam, and civilian as | was, lay for three days 
and nights with a body of untrained civilians, 
protecting the flank of McClellan’s army, and | 
| remember how we hailed the regiment led by my 
| gallant friend from Maryland (Mr. Wesster) in 
| Kenly’s brigade, when it took position on our 
| flank, and we felt that we had some disciplined 
| soldiers near us to share our duty and danger. 
There was but one mode of conveyance to that 
field, and it was in possession of the Government. 
The gentleman’s amendment would have exc uded 
every wife and daughter and sister of a soldier 
from all chance of getting there. It would have 
kept from that field not only the bishop that has 
been referred to in this debate, but every other 
pious man and woman who hastened thither to 
soothe the dying and speed them on their way \ 
the patriot’s heaven. Sir, it is a blow the most 
open that has yet been struck at our Army, and 
cannot be concealed under the slender disguise 
of its being a proposition to protect the Goveri- 
ment against the whispered falsehood of acravea 
scoundrel who, while holding an office under the 
Government, slanders it and pledges the gente 
man to whom he breathes his slander that he wi! 
not couple his name with the lie he utters. 

Mr. Chairman, the amendment is not neede 
for the protection of the Government, neople, oF 
Administration; and there is not in the land a 
soldier or a patriot who will not curse the man 
that votes for this accursed stab at our soldiers, 
wounded and dying on the bjoody field. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. KERNAN. Ido not want to debate, 
ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to read the 


I rise to 4 


man 
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ment, and he will see that his remarks do 
Use il*s 


st. MILLER, of Pennsylvania. I withdraw 
' = ae ndment to the amendiment, 
. \ir. KERN AN. My amendment simply pro- 
f . » their homes at the puuiic expense, 
ir does ne t refer to benevolent persons, or to the 
_ - or children of soldiers. 
: Mr. HOLMAN. I move toamend the amend- 
Vv adding: 
oa however, such transportation as may be properly 


Tet - 
By aa or the Wives and relatives of sick and wounded 


iy evors, and members Of the sanitary commission. 


Mr. CHANLER called for the reading of Mr. 
KERNAN’ amendment, 

» amendment was read, 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon this clause 
is nol WW order. a : 

"Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to say that upon 
wading the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. KetLey) was so clearly mistaken in his 
ciatement, it so clearly does not mean what he sug- 
ed it meant, that I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of 

rder in debating. 

“Mr, ODELL. I will move to insert in the 
amendmentof my colleague the word ** civilians.” 
The amendment as it is before us would only em- 
brace a very small class of persons. 

Mr. KERNAN. I will accept the modifica- 
tion suggested by my colleague. 

The question was put on the amendment of 
Mr. Kennan as modified; and on a division, there 
were—ayes 42, noes 69. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hotmanand 
Tuarer were appointed, 


nent 
a“ ” 


rest 


{t persons employed in the civil depart | 
Government shall not be transported | 


The question was again put; and the tellers 


reported—ayes 42, noes 63. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There seems to be but one 
section to the bill. I wish to inquire whether it 


would be in order to go back to a paragraph we | 


nave passed. | desire to submit an amendment 
to the paragraph at the end of line forty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion would not 
be in order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend at the end 
of line one hundred and fifty by adding * to be 


applied for the benefit of persons in the service | 


of the United States.’’ 
then reads 
For medical and hospital department, $8,935,640, to be 


applied for the benefit of persons in the service of the United 
Slates, 


The paragraph would 


There ought to be no objection to that amend- 
ment, as itcan scarcely be desired that this money 
should be applied for the benefit of any other 
class of persons. The whole appropriation is 
$9,930,640. The object is for the medical and 
hospitaldepartment. 1 discover in looking over 
the estimates for this purpose that they are based 
upon the following calculation: in the first place 
‘he estimates were made to amount in the aggre- 
gate to $10,080,000, calculated at the rate of ten 
lollars per man for an aggregate of twenty-three 
thousand five hundred and sixty-four regulars, 
seven hundred and twenty thousand volunteers, 
and five dollars each for three hundred thousand 
contrabands, making $1,500,000. ‘These esti- 
mates, however, seem to have been subsequently 
revised, and the aggregate reduced to $8,935,640, 
bat which still includes an estimate for three hun- 
dred thousand contrabands at five dollars each, 
Persons not in any way employed by the Gov- 
‘iment. Thus, while the aggregate is reduced, 
the aggregate still retains the $1,500,000. Thus 
nearly one sixth of the entire expense of the med- 
cal and hospital department of this great Army 
saad to contrabands, not colored soldiers, 
W ave been taken under the charge of the 

at Department. I add the estimate, which ex- 


ca ran although in the estimate preceding 
voth o 
} 





the above the number of soldiers at ten | 


lars each, and five hundred thousand contra- | 


ap make the aggregate of $14,892,730. In 
Rs statement below the number of soldiers is 
uced, and the number of “ contrabands”’ also 


| 


reduced to three hundred thousand at five dollars 


! 
each: 
SURGEON GENERAL'S OFrrFice, 
Wasuineron, D. C., November 21, 1863. 
Srr: I have t! r to submit revised estimates of 
funds required the medical and hospital department of 








the Army for the vear ending June 30, 

In accordance with your instructio: 
and aggregate amount have been reduced four tenths from 
the of October. That estimate of 
$14,892,730 was calculated at ten dollars each for an ag 
gregate of one million two hundred and thirty-nine thous 
and two hundred and seventy-three soldiers, and five dol 
lars each for five hundred thousand contrabands. The 
present is calculated at the same ratio for seven hundred 
and fifty-three thousand five hundred and sixty-four sol 
diers and three hundred thousand contrabands,and amounts 
10 $8.95,640. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH K. BARNES, 
Acting Surgeon General. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of JVar. 


1865, 


s, the several items 


estimate af the Yd 


MESSAGE FROM THBP SENATE. 


The committee informally rose, and the Speaker 


having resumed the chair, a message was received | 


from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, their Chief 
Clerk, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill for the better organization of the In- 
dian affairs in California; in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. ‘ 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
proceeded again to the consideration of the 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Now, if these persons here 

called ** contrabands,’’ for whom, as it will be 


seen from this statement, $1,500,000 of this money 
is designed, Were in the service of the United 


States, whatever might be my opinion as to the | 
propriety of their employment, still the appropri- | 
ation would be proper, and ought to be made. But | 


if, on the contrary, $1,500,000 or $900,000 is to be 


appropriated outofthe Treasury for the benefitofa | 


class of persons in nowise connected with the Gov- 
ernment, and having no employment under the 
Government, then | think theamendment Ihave 
offered restricting the benefits of the appropria- 
tion to those in the 
is proper and ought tobeadopted. ‘There seems 
to be no estimate here for the families, wives, and 
children of white persons who have been driven 
from their homes in the progress of this war from 
Missouri, Arkansas, ‘l’ennessee, and North Car- 
olina, by reason of their loyalty to the Union, and 
who are in destitute circumstances, losing every- 
thing, indeed, in their noble hostility to treason, 


but the benefit is all to go to contrabands; they | 


alone are entitled to sympathy. Now,I know of 


no reason why this $1,500,000 should be appro- | 


priated unless it be to persons having some con- 
nection with our Army, and | hope, therefore, this 
amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope this amendment will 
not be adopted. We are making this appropria- 
tion in the ordinary way to defray a portion of 
the public expenses. I know the gentleman is 
very much disturbed at the idea of a contraband 
or a fugitive from treason now and then getting 
into one of these hospitals and receiving some 
medicine at the expense of the Government. It 
is very bad, to be sure, but I am not after all dis- 
posed to limit the discretion of the medical offi- 
cers of the Army as to who shall be admitted into 
the hospitals. Ido not think itis worth while 
for us to select the exact men and determine ex- 
actly how far each man in the hospital is in the 
service of the Government before he gets his med- 
icine. I hope the gentleman’s amendment will 
be rejected. We have had it offered already on 
one or two occasions; it has been supported with 
the same remarks, and the House has voted it 
down in the same way. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If it is proper to appropri- 
ate $1,500,000 for this particular class why is it 
not proper to appropriate $1,500,000 for that very 
large class of white persons driven out of the same 
section of country, and who may be presumed 
equally to rieed the fostering hand of the Govern- 
ment? The objection I have is that it appropri- 
ates so much for a particular class called con- 


| trabands, and not a cent for others who have 


been driven out by treason—they are to have all 
the kindness of the Government, and no appro- 
priation is made for white persons, 

Mr. STEVENS. If any of that class gets to 





service of the United States || 
ie United & | Rock Island, Illinois, $100,000, 
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do not wish to restrain them, and I 
think it had be tter be left as it is at pre sent. We 
can discuss all of these questions during the next 
campaign. 

The amendment was rejected 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For the expenses of the commanding general’s office, 
$10,000. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 move to strike that 
out. The amount is not large, but 1 am in favor 
of retrenchment in small as well as in large items. 
I do not see the necessity for these expenses. 
Every officer in the headquarters here is allowed 
offices or commutation for quarters, and I do not 
see the propriety of the Government furnishing 
offices and at the same time paying commutation 
for quarters. Unless, therefore, the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means can show 
some necessity for this appropriation I hope it 
will be stricken out. 

Mr.STEVENS. There is a headquarters es- 
tablished in this city for which this appropriation 
is necessary. Wemade it last yearand the year 
before. We made the same appropriation to pay 
the expenses of that institution. We are one 
to do the same thing now, and we are not disposed 
to refuse it. Unfortunately, General Halleck is 
not commander-in-chief; but if I understood the 
recent order of Lieutenant General Grant, this 
office is to be kept up, and Major General Halleck 
is to be chief of staff, to whom all communica- 
tions are to be addressed. Unless this appropri- 
ation is made there will be no fund to keep up 
that office. It isno more nowthan it was before. 


wants, | 


| If I understood the Department rightly, it is ab- 


| solutely necessary, and | hope the amendment 


\| not prevail, 


will not prevail. 
The amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


For repairs and improvements at arsenals, including new 
and additions to present buildings, and machinery, tools, 
and fixtures, $2,000,000, 


Mr. PRICE. I move to add the following: 


For continuing the work on the Rock Island armory, at 
Mr. STEVENS. Lhope that amendment will 
The present appropriation is not 
confined to any particular work, but the Depart- 
ment may expend it wherever it deems proper. 

‘The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to add the following: 

For compensation of two clerks in the signal office, 
$2,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to add the following: 


For enabling the wives and friends of sick and wounded 
soldiers to visit the same, where unable to incur the ex- 
pense, to be applied under the direction of the Quarter- 
master General througif assistant quartermasters in the sev- 
eral States, under such restrictions as may be approved by 
the Secretary of War, $150,000, 


Mr. Chairman, I only want to say in behalf of 
that proposition that the wife of many a sick and 


| wounded soldier is actually debarred from visit- 


ing her husband in the hospital or in the field, even 


| in the cases where such visits are permitted, from 


inability toincurtheexpense. ‘Thesoldier’s wife 
with her family of little children, supported by 
her own labor and whatever the soldier can spare 
of his pittance of thirteen dollars per month, is 
actually excluded from the privilege of soothing 
his agony from wounds or sickness in the cheer- 
less hospital, by the indigence to which you con- 
sign the private soldier by the insufficiency of his 
pay. By this bill you appropriate $1,500,000 to 
persons having no connection with the public ser- 
vice nor any peculiar claimson your bounty. Is 
it not proper that this appeal to the beneficence of 
Government should be favorably considered? 

| have Known many instances where the benev- 
olence of the community had provided the small 
pittance to enable the wife to visit her sick or dy- 
ing husband. 

Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a point of order, if 
[ understand the amendment.. | ask that it may 
be read again. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. STEVENS. | first thought it related to 


| disabled soldiers, but I see it does not. It creates 
| a new law, and therefore I object to it. 


the hospital he will get as much medicine as he || 


Mr. HOLMAN. I do not understand the point 
made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, This 
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amendment only authorizes an appropriation of 
money to enable the wives of sick and wounded 
soldiers in the service to visit them in cases where 
and friends are unable to do soe. 

Mr. STEVENS. There is no law authorizing 
such persons to visit sick and wounded soldiers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, as there is no law authorizing the 
appropriation of money for such a purpose. 

Mr. HARDING. I move to amend by adding 
the following proviso. 


the Wwive 


Provided, That no part of the money herein appropriated 
shall be applied or used for the purpose of raising, arming, 
equipping, or paying negro soldiers, and that all negro sol- 


diers now in the Army shall be disbanded and discharg:d 
from the service. 


Mr. STEVENS. It is too near dark, 1 sug- 
gest, to bring in thenegronow. I raise the point 
of order that the latter part of it repeals the ex- 
isting law, and is therefore not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order so far as the latter part of the amend- 
ment is concerned, 

Mr. HARDING. I modify the amendment by 
omitting the latter clause. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think now it ought to be 


adopted, so that we can have a vote by yeas and || 


oars on it in the House. 
The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON, 
ing on page 3, after line forty, the following: 

And that the same be paid in gold or its equivalent: 
Provided, That the relative value of any paper currency 
tendered shall be ascertained by the Secretary of the Treas 
ury, and his certificate shall be conclusive evidence thereof, 
if dated thirty days before payment is made. 


Mr. STEVENS. 
bill, and I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Whe Chair sustains the 
pointoforder. Clausesin appropriation bills are 
regarded the same as sections in other biils, and 
the clause to which the amendment is proposed 
has been passed. 

Mr. DAWSON. I must say [ cannot under- 
stand the principle upon which the amendmentis 
ruled out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
peal from the decision? 

Mr. DAWSON. No,sir; but I would be glad 
to have the Chair hear what I have to say. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. DAWSON. Upon what principle ? 


That is going back in the 


Does the gentleman ap- 


The CHAIRMAN. That paragraphs in ap- i| 


propriation bills are regarded as sections are in 
other bills, and we have passed the clause the gen- 
tleman proposes to amend, 

Mr. DAWSON. 
ment to come in at the end of the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. Another point of order: 
either the law now allows us to pay soldiers in 
gold, or the amendment creates a new law. This 
latter would not be in order. 

Mr. DAWSON. In answer I would say that 
the present law does not specify the kind of money 
that shall be paid. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then the amendment cre- 
ates a law providing payment in a certain ay. 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 

Mr. DAWSON. Does the Chair decide that it 
is not in order, for the reason that it prescribes a 


Then I offer it asan amend- | 


particular mode in which soldiers shall be paid ? | 


The CHAIRMAN. 
make a new law. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


Because it proposes to 


I appeal from the decision 


of the Chair; and upon that question I have the | 


right to be heard. It does not change the exist- 


ing law. The law fixing the compensation of sol- | 


diers does not preseribe the currency in which 
they shall be paid. Gold and silver are the only 
legal currency known to the Constitution, 

Mr. STEVENS. 
man, there is no law now for 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 
The question is, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” 

The question was pat; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move to amend by adding 
at the end of the bill the following: 


And provided further, That the first payment made after 





If 1 understand the gentle- | 


I move to amend by insert- 


}} Harding, Harrington, Benjamin C 


The Chair sustains the || 


|| position. 


the passage of thie act shall be at the rate of twenty dollars 


per month for private soldiers. 


Mr. STEVENS. I makea pointof: rder. His 
amendment amounts to nothing, and he is offering 
frivolous amendments, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. The amendment proposes to 
change an existing law. 

Mr. STEVENS. I! move that the committee 
rise and report the bill. 

The motion was arreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wiison reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had under consideration bill of the House No. 

98, making appropriation for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, 


House with sundry amendments, in which he was 
| instructed to ask the concurrence of the House. 
Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
| ‘The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were agreed 
| to, with the exception of the following: , 


shall be applied or used for the purpose of raising, arming, 
equipping, or paying negro soldiers. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken: and it was decided in 
the negative—ycas 18, nays 81; as follows: 


and had directed him to report the same to the | 


Provided, That no part of the money hereby appropriated | 


" 





YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Dawson, Denison, Eldridge, | 


Harris, Long, Mallory, 
| Marcy, William H 
James 38. Rollins, Ross, Stiles, Stuart, and Wadsworth—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allcy, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, 
teaman, Blaine, Blow, Boutwell, Brandegee. Broomall, 
Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Neury Winter 
Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Driggs, Dumont, 
| Eliot, Fenton, Frank, Garfield, Goovh, Hale, Higby, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, John H. Hubbard, Julian, Kasson, Kel- 
| ley, Francis W. Kellogg, Kernan, Loan, Longyear, Mar- 
vin, MeBride, MeClarg, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nor- 
| ton, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Price, Radford. Alexander H. Rice, John UH. 
Rice, Schenck, Scoficld, Shannon, Spalding, Starr, Steb- 
bins, Stevens, Thayer, ‘racy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, 


| 
7 
I 





| Whatey, Wheeler, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, | 


and Winfield—81. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
| read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third-time, and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


EPREDATIONS IN DAKOTA. 


INDIAN 


pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 


| making an appropriation to reimburse the ‘Terri- | 


| tory of Dakota for expenses incurred during the 
Indian wars of 1862; which was read a first and 


| mittee of Ways and Means. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR A MEMRER. 

{1 Mr. COBB. I ask leave of absence for my col- 
league, Mr. MclInpoe, for two weeks from to- 
day. 


{ 
} , * . ° . - 
|| ‘There being no objection, leave of absence was 


| geanted. 
OREGON INDIANS. 


{ Mr. McBRIDE. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill No. 25, to authorize the President to nego- 
tiate treaties with the Klamath and Modoe Indian 
tribes in southeastern Oregon. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 will not object to the bill 
bemg taken up, but I presume the gentleman doas 
not ask action upon it at this late hour of the 
evening. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me such a bill 
as that ought to gd to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 1 must object. 

Mr. STEVENS. Will not the bill come up 
in the morning? : 


The SPEAKER. 





It will not, in its present 
A motion to suspend the rules would 


Miller, Morrijon, Samuel J. Randall, | 


Mr. JAYNE, by unanimous consent and in | 


| second time by its title, and referred to the Com- | 
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bring it up next Monday; or, if it be taken 
now, it wil come up to-morrow as unfin.. 
business. oe 


Mr. STEVENS. IT have no objec 


be ing taken up then, but | cannot permit i». 
come up to-night when there is nobody her. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I will withdraw my oha. 
tion to the taking up of the bill, with the y, ts 
standing that no action will be asked upon jt ) _ 


evening. 
The bill was then taken from the Sp “— 

table, and read a first and second time by jr , 7 
And then, on motion of Mr. STEVENS 

twenty minutes after four o’clock, p ; 


.m. 
House adjourned. 


>) ie 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 22, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SUNDERLAND 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HARRIS presented eight petitions of cit. 


| izens of New York, praying for increased rq 
> : . % ° , ™ 
| road facilities between the cities of New Y 


ork 


m- 


and Philadelphia; which were referred to the 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented a memorial of one hundred 
and seventeen members of the New York L cn 
lature, and a memorial of Erastus Corning oad 
others, of the State of New York, remonsiraing 
against the extension of the patent of Cha; Me 
Goodyear for the manufacture of vuleanized |p. 
dia rubber; which were referred to the Comm): 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Minnesota in favor of the estab. 
lishment of a mail route from St. Charles, jy 
Winona county, by way of Saratoga and Tyo 
to Preston, in Fillmore county, which wa 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and P 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a memorial of the Lezisis- 
ture of Minnesota in favor of an increas 
Army and Navy pensions; which was r 
to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered 
orinted, 

Mr. CLARK presented memorials of the Prov- 
idence and Newport railroad, of the Bos: { 
Providence railroad, and of the Concord and ( 
mont railroad, remonstrating against the exten 


| sion of the patent to Charles Goodyear for the 


manufacture of vuleanized India rubber; w! 
were referred to the Committee on Patents and 


| the Patent Office. 








| of great interest and military importance. 


Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial ofthe 
Legislature of Missouri, remonstrating against 
an increase of the tax on tobacco; which w 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and 
to be printed. 

Mr. GRIMES. I presenta remonstrance of the 
City Councils of the city of Washington against 
the passage of an act now pending before thes 


| ate providing for a registration of voters in the 


sDistrict. I move that it lie on the table, as the 
bill was made the special order for Thursday 
next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of citizen 
of lowa, praying that a bounty may be grant 
to Benjamin F. Spafford, a private in compa! 
F, twenty-fifth regiment Iowa volunteers, Wie 
was discharged from the service in consequence 
of injuries received while acting as guard on the 
steamboat Stephen Decatur at St. Louis, Mis- 
souri; which was referred to the Gommittee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. BROWN. 1 desire to present the pream- 
ble and resolutions adopted by the Union Mer: 
chants’ Exchange of St. Louis, praying for | 
creased facilities for transportation to market of 
all articles of such a nature as cannot bear li 
hégh rates of railroad transportation. They u's? 
the construction of a ship canal around the upper 
and lower rapids of the Mississippi river as 
measure of national importance, and also the fur 
ther improvement of the Illinois and Michigan 
canal, and the construction of slack-water navig® 


e . . . efi of 
tion on the Illinois river, and the construction © 


° . ay the 
a ship canal around the falls of Niagara, and We 


improvement of the New York canals, as ae : 
as 








On a 


Order, 
the Wa: 
be Seer 


the Com 


Mr, 








LAND 
roved, 


ey urge 


icliol 
and the 
matters 


] ask 


eand resolutions may bere tained: 

ittee on Cc 

; n was agreed to. 

ss. SITMNER. ! offera memorial froma com- 

PE ed by the German Radical National 

‘of Philadelphia, in relation to military con- 
the conclusion of w hich ts as follows: 


ommrerce. 


they appeal to the wisdom ot C ongress by the laws 
shat instead of conscription hereafter we shall 
ary eystem properly classifying all able-bodied 

wit substitution, and with only few exemptions 

; epermined character; which system, if faith- 
wd the reach of favor and discrimina 

r m lical, wonld, in our opinion, make this 
nqueravle by any enemy, forcign or domestic.” 
s signed by a committee several in num- 
| ask its reference to the Committee on Mil- 


y Affairs and the Militia. 


[he motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
vt, SUMNER, from the Committee on For- 
Polgtions, to Whom was referred a message 
» President of the United States, transmitting 
ofa treaty between the United States and 
it Britain for the final settlement of the claims 
he Hudson Bay and Puget Sound Agricul- 
Companie s, and recommending an appropri- 
to carry into effect the first, second, and third 
f said treaty, reporte vd bill (S. No. 187) 
ry into effect the treaty between the United 
gates and her Britannic Majesty, for the final set 
yentof the claims of the Hudson Bay and Pu- 
Sound Agricultural Compahies; which was 
id passct d to a second reading, 

"le "SU MNE R. The select committee on sla- 
ind freedmen, to whom have been referred 
serge number of petitions calling upon Congress 
vide by legislation for the extinction of sla- 
very, pave had the same under consideration, op 

‘e directed me to make a report in part of 
8. No. 188) to prohibit commerce in slaves 
ete several States, and the holding or trans- 
of human beings, as property, inany ves- 
witinthe jurisdiction of the national Govern- 


| was read, aud passed to asecond read- 


Mi GRIMES , from the Committee on the Dis- 
f Columbia, to whom was referred a bill (S. 

No. 84) to incorporate the Metropolitan Gas-Light 
pany, inthe District of Columbia, asked to be 

discharged from its further consideration; which 

was agree d to. 

Healso, from the same committee, who were 
ted to inquire whether any additional legis- 
is necessary to improve the sanitary con- 
of Washington and Georgetown, asked to 

i scharged from the further “conside ration of 

subject; which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, who were 
tructed 


| to inquire into the expediency of wa- 


toring Pennsylvania avenue during the session 
of €C 


gress, asked to be discharged from the 
nsideration of the subject; which was 





Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Claims, 
whom was referred a bill (S. No. 87) to extend 


provisions of an act entitled ‘An act to pro- || 
on npensation for the services of George Mo- 


n adjusting titles to land in Michigan, reported 
» aU Verse ly. 
. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
C c ds, to whom was referred a resolution of 
t Le gislature of Kansas in favor of a grant of 
ito aid in the construction of a railroad from 
rt Leavenworth to Fort Scott, asked to be dis- 
arged from its further consideration; which was 


ag a to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was re ferred a bill (S. No. 180) in relation to 
“iversity lands in Minnesota, reported it ad- 
versely, 

HARDING, from the Committee on Pub- 
pe to whom was referred a bill (8S. No. 
in reference to donation claims in Oregon 
iW ashington, reported it with amendinents. 


PRINTING OF A REPORT. 
‘motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 


Or 
= ‘ered, That the supplemental report of the engineer of 
i ‘ashington aqueduct of February 22, 1864, made to 
the Cx se ofthe Interior, and by him communicated to 
mMinittee On the District of Columbia, be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Por 


18] 


é 


On 


| teers and what number 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
189) for the inere “Ase of the marine corps of the 
United States; which was read twice by its title 

Mr. GR IME 5S. lask for the reading of the 
bill at length. 

The Secretary read it. It provides that from 
and after its passage the United States marine 
corps, as now organized, shall be increased by 
the addition of one brigadier general commandant, 
five captains, five first lieutenants, five second 
lieutenants, fifty sergeants, sixty corporals, ten 
drummers, ten fifers, and one thous sand privates. 
The additional officers thus authorized are to be 
appointe d first by promotion according to rank in 
the line of the marine corps and then by selection, 
The title of colonel commandant, now established 
by law in the marine corps, is also changed to 
that of colonel. 

The bill was referred to the 

Naval Affairs 

Mr. McDOUGALL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. No.36) in relation to the occupation of 
Mexico by France; which was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
olution be laid on the table and printed. I give 
notice to the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations and the Senate that | shall 
up on Friday next. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- 
tion will lie on the table, and the order to print 
will be made if there be no objection. 


Committee on 


REVORT ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. GRIMES submitted the following resolu- 


tions; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 


| to transmit to the Senate copies of re ports made by a com 


' 

mission appoiated by the Secretary of the Interior or by 
the Commissioner of Lndian Att iirs, in 1861, consisting of 
Messrs. Day, White, and Wattles, or by either of said 
commissioners, and that he transmit to the Senate copies 
of all correspondence between the Secretary of the Lnoterior 
or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, upon Indian af- 
fairs, with said commissioners or with cither of them, in 
cluding all communications made by either of them. 


BOUNTY TO NINE MONTHS MEN. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the Senate what number of troops have been raised 
for nine months’ service under the act of Congress approved 
July 17, 1862, entitled **An act to amend the act calling 
forth the militia to execute te laws of the Union, suppress 
insurrection, and repel invasion, approved February 28, 
1795, and the acts ameudatory thereof, and for other pur- 
poses,”’ specifying what number have been raised as volun- 
as militia; also, whether the bounty 
of twenty-five dollars, provided in the third section of said 
act, has been paid to allthe volunteers so raised, and if not, 
to what number said bounty has been paid, and for what 
reasons said bounty has been withheld from any such vol- 


unteers; also, whether said bounty has been paid to any | 
| of the militia ealled out under said act 


MESSAGE FROM TILK HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Lioyp, its Chief Clerk, announced that 


the House of Representatives had passed a bill 
(No. 198) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th June, 
1865; in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested. 

CENT AND TWO CENT COINS. 

Mr. CLARK. If there is nothing before the 
Senate I will ask the Senate now to take up the 
bill (S. No. 183) in amendment of an act entitled 
‘An act relating to foreign coins and the coin- 

age of cents at the Mint of the United States,”’ 

approved February 21, 1857. It is a matter of 
some importance that it should be immediately 
passed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. The 


posed to be forty-eight grains, or one tenth of one 


ounce troy, and the cent is to be composed of 


ninety-five per cent. of copper and five per cent. 
of tin and zinc, in such proportions as shall be 
determined by the Director of the Mint; and from 
time to time there is to be struck and coined atthe 


| mint a two cent piece, of the same composition, 
M || of the standard weight of ninety-six grains or one 
“ir. HARRIS asked, and by unanimous con- | 


fifth of one ounce troy, with no greater deviation 


I ask that the joint res- | 


call it | 


standard weizht of the cent | 
coined at the Mint of the United States is pro- | 
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than four grains to each piece of the cent and two 
cent coins; and the shane, mottoes, and devices 
of these coins are to be fixed by the Director of 
the Mint, with the approval of the Secret ary of 
the Treasury. The laws now in force rel ating to 
the coinage of cents and Providing for the pur- 
chase of material, and prescribing the approp rinte 
luues of the officers of the Mintand the Sex retary 
of the Treasur y, are to be extended to thee omage 

thus provided for. Alllaws now in force re lating 
to the coins of the United States and their striking 
and coining are, so far as applienble, to be ex- 
tended to the coinage thus authorized, whether 
these laws are penal or otherwise, for the security 
of the coin, regulating and guarding the process 
of striking and coining, for preventing debasement 
or counterfeiting, or for any other purpose. The 
Director of the Mint is to prescribe suitable regu- 
lations to insure a due confi rmity to the re quired 
weights and proportions of alloy in these coins, 
and he is to order trials thereof to be made from 
time to time by the assayer of the Mint, whereof 
a report shall be made in writing to the Director, 

These coins are to be a legal tender in any pay- 
ment, the one cent coin to the amount of ten cents 
and thetwoce entcoin tothe amount oftwentyce nts; 
and these coins may be paid out in exchange for 
the lawful currency of the United States, except 
cents or half cents issued under former acts of 
Congress, in suitable sums, by the treasurer of the 
Mint and by such other depositaries as the Secre- 
tary of the Tre asury may designate, under gen- 
eral regulations proposed by the Dire ctor of the 
Mint and approved by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; and the expenses incident to such exchange, 

distribution, and transmission may be paid out of 
the profits of the coinage, and the net profits of 
the coinage, ascertained in like manner as is pre- 
scribed in the second section of the act to which this 
is asupplement, are to be transferred to the Treas- 
ury of the United States, It is further provided 
that if any person or persons shall ee issue, 

or pass, or cause to be made, issued, or passed, 

any coin, card, token, or device witien ver, in 
metal or its compounds, intended to pass or be 
passed as money for a one cent piece or a two 


| cent piece, such person or persons shall be deemed 


guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall on conviction 
be punished by a fine not exceeding $1,000, and 
by imprisonment for a term not exceeding five 
years. 

Mr. CLARK. The bill simply provides for 
the making of a cent with a different alloy from 
that which we now use—a bronze cent alloyed 
with tinand zinc, instead of nickel, on account of 
the difficulty of obtaining the alloy of the cent 
now used; and also provides for the coinage of a 
two cent piece of the same kind, I have in my 
hand a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, recommending this to be done for the 
reason that I have suggested, and also a com- 
munication from the Director of the Mint. I will 
not take the trouble to have them read, unless 
some Senator desires it. The bill was carefully 
prepared at the Department, and the Committee 
on Finance recor mend its passage. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 should like to inquire 
whether this provision for the coinage of a new 
cent, and the introduction of atwo cent piece, de- 
teriorates the intrinsic value of the cent. ‘The 
cent as a general thing does not circulate in the 
country now, | think. Wesee some few of them 
here, but in my travels I very seldom see a cent. 
I do not know how it may be in other portions of 
the country. 

Mr. CLARK. There is a very large demand 
for them, and we are coining a great many of 
them. I think that on account of the rise in the 
price of nickel the cent cannot now be made for 
a cent, and it is also found to be an inconvenient 
alloy. Perhaps | had better send the communi- 
cation of the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
Clerk, and have it read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Treasury Department, March 5, 1864, 

Sin: I have the honor to transinit herewith a copy of a 
communication from the Director of the Mint at Philadel- 
phia, under date of the 2d instant, recommending the dis 
use of nickel in the cent coinage of the United States, and 
the substitution of bronze, on account of the scarcity and 
increased expense of the former and the superiority of 
the latter for purposes of coinage; also, the coinage ofa 
two cent pieee of bronze. I transmit the draft of a bill pro 


viding for the above changes, which I concur with the Di- 
rector of the Mint in bebieving to be to the advantage of 


i the public interests, as well as for the convenience of the 





i 
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people, and request that the matter may be presented for 


the action of Congress as promptly as possible, 
J am, very respecuully, 
8. P. CNIASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. W. P. Fessennex, Chairman Committee on Finance, 
United States Senate. 


Mint or tHe Unirep States, 
Puitabevrnia, March 2, 1864. 


Sin: In my last annual report | recommended the disuse 
of nickel in the cent coinage, and the substitution of the 
alloy lately introduced in France and Engiand catled bronze. 
It is composed of copper, tin, and zinc, and makes a beau 
tiful and ductile alloy. ‘This change in the material of the 
cent is not only desirable in iteclf, but has become a neces 
sity from the advance price of nickel, (forasupply of which 
we ore at present entirely dependent upon the foreign mar- 
ket, paying for it in gold or its equivalent,) and the great 
uncertainty of procuring an adequate supply for the future 
from any source ata price within the legal limit. 

Besides this, nickel is itself objectionable as an alloying 
metal. IJtis harsh, brittle, most difficult to melt, requiring 
the fiercest fires even when in alloy with copper, and is 
very destructive of dies, machinery, &c., thus increasing 
the cost of production, which will soon exceed the value 
of the product if the price of copper, labor, coal, &c., con 


tinues to advance, as it is almost certaintodo. In that | 


event, the coinage of the cent must cease. 
lt is not proposed to change the size or devices of the 


cent, only the weight. The weightof the new coin would | 


be forty eight grains or one tenth ounce troy. This will 
secure acoin in every respectsuperior to the siumpy nickel. 

Lalso propose for your consideration the coinage of a 
two cent piece, same material and double the weight of the 
cent. The size of this coin would be much less than the 
old copper cent, bea great public convenience, and its coin- 
age, in tiny opinion, should be authorized. 

it you approve of the proposed change in material and 
denomination, the inclosed bill, prepared with care, can be 
submitted to Congress for their action. 

Permit me respectfully to suggest that immediate action 
is necessary, for if nickel ts retained it will be impossible 


to meet the crormous demand torcents, and the increasing | 


eost of production may compel acessation of that coinage. 
The demand for cents is now far beyond our ability tosup 
ply it. 

The substitution of bronze for the nickel alloy was ex- 
amined by the commissioners of the last annual assay in 
February, and was by them cordially approved. Thecom 
mission consisted of Professors Joseph Henry, Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia; John Torrey, New York; Al- 


Putnam, Boston; Hon. I. MeCulloch, Washington, Dis- 
trict Of Columbia, and the three ex offici > members from 
Philadelphia. The opinions of such gentlemen, though not 
officially expressed, are deserving of consideration. 

Would it not be proper to authorize the introduction upon 
our gold and silver coins of the larger denominations a 
motto expressive of a national reliance upon the divine 
Sovercigniy? The times seem to demand it. I hope it 
may receive the sanction of law. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

JAMES POLLOCK, Director. 

Hon. 8. P. Cuasn, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treascry DerartMent, March 18, 1864. 


Sir: Referring to the letter addressed to you on the Sth 
Instant, inclosing a copy of a communication from the Di 


rector of the Mint in reterence to the substitution of bronze | 


for nickel in the coinage of cents, and the coinage of a two 
cent piece of bronze, together with a bill providing there- 
for, | have now the bonorto submit herewith another com- 
munication from the Director of the Mint, calling attention 
to the very serious inconveniences which exist on account 
of the limited supply of nickel for coinage, and the impos- 
sibility of obtaining more trom abroad at prices suitable for 
Mint purposes, and urging the necessity of immediate legis- 
lation to meet the difliculty in question, 

i concur with the Director in thinking that the public in- 
ferests and convenience require the abandonment of nickel 
and the substitution of bronze tor one and two cent pieces, 
as provided for by the bill already submitted; but he fears 
that the opposition created by private interests may defeat 
the proposed measure, and he therefore submits the inclosed 
section as a substitute for section first of the bill, providing 
for the continuance of Uie coinage of the nickel cent, ata 


reduced weight, and the coinage of a two cent bronze | 


piece, which measure will, in his opjnion, reeoncile con- 
flicting interests and remedy the existing difficulty, as well 
as result in a large saving of expense to the Government. 
In view of the pressing and extensive demand for the ac- 
commodation which the proposed coinage will supply, I 
trust the matter will receive the early attention of Congress, 

lam, very respectfully, 

S. P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. W. P. Fessenpen, Chairman Committee on Finance, 

United States Senate. 


Mint or THe Untrep States, 
PHILADELPHIA, March 16, 1864. 

Sir: The continuance of the cent coinage is now not 
only a question of price, but supply. Our present stock of 
nickel will be exhausted in a few days, and an adequate 
supply canuot be obtained from any source. Our foreign 
correspondents inform us that nickel cannot be furnished 
at present prices, nor can any considerable amount be had 
for some months. We are thus shut up to the home sup- 
ply, from the works of Mr. Wharton; but if we could re- 
ceive all made at his establishment the amount would be 
wholly insufficient, would be from five hundred to cight bun- 
dred pounds per week, not more than one half the amount 
required under ordinary circumstances. Something must 
be done by Congress, and that at once, to incet the constant 


and overwhelming demand for cents. Our daily orders 
range from two to five thousand dollars; our daily produc- |} 


tions about one thousand dollars. We cannot increase it, 
for we cannot procure the material. The wants of the 


public could be fully met by substituting bronze for the | 


nickel alloy. But private interests have induced opposi- 
tion to this proposition. Canthese private interests be rec 


ouciled, and at the same time the public interests and con- | 


venience bepromoted? I think they can, by reducing the 
weight of the nickel cent from seventy-two to forty-eight 
grains, and continuing the coinage of the nickel alloy at 
this reduced rate, making a more convenient and desirable 
coin, and at the same time authorizing the coinage of atwo 
cent bronze piece, This will meet the wants of the peo- 
ple and Government, and be satisfactory to Mr. Wharton 
aud bis friends. Although every consideration of public 
iuterest and convenience requires the abandonment of 
nickel, yet the plan now proposed, if adopted, will greatly 
aid the Mintin meeting a demand that is unceasing and 
increasing. J inclose an amendinent or new section to the 


| supplement forwarded some weeks ago, embracing the 


| present proposition. If bronze Is substituted, or the sub- 


mitted plan be adopted, a clear revenue of at least two hun- 
dred or two hundred and fifty thousand dollars will, under 
the present demand for cents, annually accrue to the Gov- 
ernment, I hope the subject will receive the early and fa- 


| vorable action of Congress. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES POLLOCK. 
Hon. 8S. P. Cuasr, Secretary of the Treasury. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 


| third reading. It was read the third time, and 
| passed. 


CONVENTION WITH ECUADOR. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 341) to carry into effect the convention with 


: , : 
Ecuador for the mutual adjustment of claims, have 


directed me to report it back with an amendment. 
As [ have already reported a bill on the same mat- 
ter, Which is before the Senate, and was printed 
some days ago, | ask the Senate now to proceed 
to the consideration of this bill. It willtake only 
a minute. 

By unanimous consent the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. For the purpose 


exander, Baltimore ; Rogers and Rand, Philadelphia; Judge 1] of carrying into effect the convention with Ecua- 


dor for the mutual adjustmentof claims, signed at 
Quito, on the 25th of November, 1862, it provides 


| thatthe commissioner to be appointed by the Pres- 





| 
| 
i! 
j 
| 





ident of the United States, by and with the advice 


and consent of the Senate, shall be allowed a com- | 
pensation, in full for his services, of $3,500, and | 


ten dollars a day incommutation of traveling ex- 
penses for the time actually and necessarily occu- 
pied in going from the place of his residence to 
Guayaquil and returning to his home after the 
termination of hisduties. Butif the Presidentshall 
elect to appoint the minister resident of the United 
States in Ecuador to perform the duties of commis- 
sioner under the convention, he shall receive as 
compensation for his services fifty per cent. of 
that sum, pursuant to the provisions of the ninth 
section of the act of August 18, 1856, to regulate 


the diplomatic and consular systems of the United | 


States. ‘The President is to make such provision 
for the contingent expenses of the commission, 


including the moiety of the United States for the | 


compensation of the umpire, and of the secretary 
who may be chosen by the commissioners, pur- 
suant to the provisions of the convention, as he 
shall deem just and proper. 

The amendment of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations was in section One, line nine, to strike 


out ** $3,500” and insert ** $3,000,’ so that the | 


compensation of the commissioner shall be $3,000. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


andtheamendment was concurred in. Theamend- | 


ment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to 


be read athird time. The bill was read the third | 


time, and passed. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill from the House of Representatives (No. 
198) making appropriations for the supportof the 
Army for the year ending the 30th Fem, 1865, 


was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United | 


States, by Mr. Nicotay, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had yesterday approved and 
signed the following acts: : 

An act (S. No. 60) amendatory of theshome- 
stead law, and for other purposes; 


An act (S. No. 96) to enable the people of Ne- || 


vada to form a constitution and State government, 
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and for the admission of such State into: 


: : he Ur ion 

upon an equal footing with the original Staten. a2 

| An act (8. No. 97) to enable the people of Co F 
: Oe 


rado to form a constitution and State eoy, See 
and for the admission of such State into th Unier 


| ou an equal footing with the Original States 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


|| A-message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced v3." 
the House of Representatives had passed the 

of the Senate (No. 25) to authorize the President 
to negotiate a treaty with the Klamath, Modoe. 
and other Indian tribes in southeastern Oreoon ’ 

The message further announced that the al 
of Representatives had passed a bill (No, 35/ 
requiring the proofof payment of duties on for: in 
salt before payment of the allowances provided 
for by the acts of July 29, 1813, and Mare! 3 
| 1819; in which the concurrence of the Senat 
was requested. 

The message further announced that the Housp 
of Representatives had insisted upon its amen). 
ment to the fourth amendment of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 34) making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1865, disagreed to 
by the Senate, and had agreed to the conference 
asked by the Senate upon the disagreeing yoteg 
of the two Houses thereon, and had appointed 
Mr. Revspen E. Fenton of New York, Mr 
Henry ‘I’. Brow of Missouri, and Mr. Janes 
R. Morris of Ohio, managers at the same on its 
part. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H.R. No, 299) 
to provide for carrying the mails from the United 
States to foreign ports, and for other purposes, 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED, 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed an 
l| enrolled bill (S. No. 142) for the relief of the 
|| owners of the French ship La Manche, 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


|| The bill from the House of Representatives 
(No. 356) requiring the proof of payment of duties 
'| on foreign salt before payment of the allowances 
yrovided for by the acts of July 29, 1813, and 
farch 3, 1819, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, a3 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 41) to promote enlist- 
ments in the Army of the United States, and for 
other purposes; the pending question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Davis to the amendment 
of Mr. Witson. 

Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, there are sev- 
eral bills before the Senate, each having a special 
design to accomplish, and all of which have 4 

i si ch bill 
general purport. The special design of ea 
is apparent on its face; but the general object of 
|| all these bills, And I am disposed to believe the 
main object, is the destruction ofslavery. Among 
these bills is one to repeal what is usually calle 
the fugitive slave law. There is another to make 
persons of color competent witnesses In the Fed- 
eral courts; and there is also the bill now under 
consideration more especially. : 

I was and am very desirous to bring my mind 
to the conclusion to vote for the bill under con 
|| sideration, and to see it put in such a form thet 
|| could, consistently with my convictions of justice 
|| and duty, do so; and it was with the view o! hav- 
|| ing it put in such a form that I voted yesterday 
| to send that bill to the Judiciary Committe ~~ 
|| I confess that my commiseration was exci" 
the other day by the reading of the letters pt 
| sented to the Senate by the honorable Senso! 
|| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Witson;] but | = 
| disposed to believe that those instances of vine 
} 


that 


' 

















dictive cruelty to which the Senator ie 


her 


to which also the Senator from Missour! 
|| Brown] alluded, were more the result of anot ~ 
consideration than they were the result dee 
|| pique and passion of the masters of the slave’, 
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exasy” men and children may be more justly 
he impending universal emanci- 
* eclayery in Missouri than to any exasper- 
oa the master growing especially out of the 
8 ot of his slave into the service of the Uni- 
es Stales. , ‘ 
ee vain, if those wives and children were sold 
ain, 


sheir iste 
<p a din the military service of the United 
- orld is my opinion that achange of masters 
oe work no disadvantage tothem. They may 
ee rlad to escape from the custody and own- 
» ofa miscreant Who would indulge his evil 
ee on account of any such consideration. 


B it th - 7 . 
my mind to vote for this bill is this: | am 
> cd that if it passes in its present form it will 
+ + almostendless confusion and to very dis- 


sal 
Jead t 
tressing 7 . . 
live. The marital relation is not known at all 
between slaves In any of those States. 
know how itis in Missouri. It was not and I 
nresume is not yet recognized in Virginia. I be- 
‘ove it is not recognized in Maryland. Of that, 
however, I am not certain. 
sontract, and it has been expressly held by the 

its of Virginia that a slave is incompetent to 
There can be therefore in Vir- 


make a contract. 


‘a between slaves no legal marriage; there can | 
jerefore no wife in the eyes of the law; there | 


a“ be no children of slaves in the eyesof the law. 

Let me allude to a decision of the supreme court 
of appeals in Virginia toshow how far our courts 
have gone to destroy the idea of personality in the 
slave atall. A benevolent master made his will 
and died. In that will there wasa provision that 
the executors should hire out the slaves for so 


dificulties in the States where these slaves | 


createst difficulty that I have in bring- | 


rs because the husbands and fathers || 


I do not | 


Marriage is a civil | 


many years and that they should sacredly keep | 
and preserve the proceeds of their labor until the || 
end of the term, and then such of the slaves as | 
should elect to be free and to go to Africa might || 


do so, and should thereby be entitled to the pro- || 


ceeds of their previous labor. Our court of ap- 
neals decided that the slave could not make any 


such ele 


r during the term which I have stated. There 


is, therefore, no such relation as the wife of a || 


siave in Virginia, and his offspring is truly nullius 
flrs 


are more strictly guarded a conflict may arise 


tion; and notwithstanding the explicit | 
visions of the will, they retained him in sla- | 
very and distributed the fund, the proceeds of his | 


it seems to me that unless the terms of this bill 


with the State courts and much distressing con- } 


fusion will necessarily ensue. It was from these 
considerations that | desired to see this bill go 
back to the Committee on Military Affairs or to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, that there might 


beacareful consideration of some means by which | 


the identity of the persons referred to in the bill 
might be legally fixed and established. 


Then, sir, 1 have another difficulty. I see in 


the Constitution which I have taken an oath to | 
support a very plain provision that we shall not | 


take private property for public use without just 
compensation; and it seems to me that the plain 
principles and obligations of constitutional law 
and the simple dictates of justice should compel 
the Senate to incorporate in a bill of this character 
‘ provision looking to that result. It will not do 
‘o tell me that there can be no property in slaves, 


and that, therefore, there ought to be no compen- | 


sation for them. 
ative any such idea as that. I agree perfectly 
Wit Senators as to whether slaves should have 
veen regarded as property in the first place; but 
We are to look at things as they are and at facts 
as they exist. I say then the very terms of the 
vill itself include the idea of property in slaves. 


The very terms of the bill neg- || 


“ise where the necessity for the emancipation of | 


the slaves whose husbaud and father enlists in the 
Service of the United States? The maiti and fun- 
Yamental principle of the bili is predicated upon 
‘he very idea that there is property inaslave, It 
to take him out of the custody of his master 
andgivehimto himself. should like, therefore, 
l Wat to vote for this bill,) to see this plain 

quire ment of the Constitution recognized in the 
is of the bill, this plain response to the 
of eer justice, and I had nearly said 
our oblic n honesty, heeded and obeyed under 

vugation to the Constitution. : 


4, sir, 1 cam never bring myself to rest con- | 
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tented the 


while the fatherand husband is fightin 


r 
- 


batdes of his country that his children and the | 


woman whom he regards as his wife shall be left 


in the bonds of slavery; and I trust, ere we are | 


brought to a vote on this matter, there may be 
some amendment of this bill whereby the diffi- 
culties to which | have alluded may be obviated 
and the requirements of the Constitution complied 
with. 

But it was not my intention to go very largely 
into these considerations. I alluded to another 
bill, and 1 propose to submit a few remarks in 
relation to that bill. I may as well do it here as 
when the bill comes up, and especially so since 
the main object of my desiring to occupy the 
attention of the Senate was to suggest another 


measure, Which might well supersede all these | 
The bill to i} 


partial means of abolishing slavery. 
which | allude is that introduced by the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,] to 
repeal the law for the return of fugitives from la- 
bor to their masters. The constitutional provis- 
ion on that subject is very plain: 

** No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping Into another, shall, tn conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
trom such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or Jabor may be 
due.”’ 

It seems to me that the idea that slaves escap- 
ing from their masters in the slaveholding States 
to the free States were not intended to be embraced 
in the terms of this clause of the Constitution that 


I have read utterly ignores the entire legislative || 
and judicial history of our Government from its | 


foundation to the presenthour. Many of the men 
who framed the Constitution helped to frame the 
first law for the return of these fugitives. They 


were fresh from the labors of the formation of the | 


Constitution itself. They gave that construction 
to this law, and every action of our national Le- 
gislature on that subject, from that day up to this, 


has given the same construction to this section of |} 


the Constitution. 


Moreover, the Constitution has provided a tri- | 


bunal which is to settle finally every question of 
constitutional law arising under it; and in re- 
peated instances the supreme judiciary of the land 
have given this interpretation to the words in the 


clause which | have read, and this application of | 


these words. ‘They have repeatedly recognized 
not only that fact and that construction of those 
terms, but they have recognized the constitution- 
ality ef the law of 1793 as well as of the law of 
1850. 

After this uniform recognition of the plain 
meaning of the terms of the Constitution from the 
origin of our Government upto the present hour, 
after this uniform current of our legislative his- 
tory on the subject, after the repeated decisions 
of the supreme judiciary of the land arriving at 
the same result, it seems to me a little singular, 


after three quarters of a century of our history, | 


that there should at this late day spring up any 
idea that it was not intended that this clause in 
our Constitution should apply to the reclamation 
of fugitive slaves. 
reference without intending to go into the argu- 
ment, because it seems to me thatasimple state- 
ment of the case is the best argument thatcan be 
made in the premises, and | shall content myself 
with the authority of our present excellent Chief 
Magistrate. In his inaugural address he said: 


**Itis scarcely questioned that this provision was In- | 
| tended by those who made it for the reclaiming of what we 
call fugitive slaves; and the intention of the lawgiver is | 


the law. All members of Congress swear their support to 
the whole Constitution—to this provision as much as any 
other. To the proposition, then, that slaves, whose cases 
come within the terms of this clause, ‘ shail be delivered 
up,’ their oaths are unanimous. Now, if they would inake 
the effort in good temper, could they not, with nearly equal 
unanimity, frame and pass alaw by means of which to keep 
good that unanimous oath? 

* There is some difference of opinion whether this clause 
should be enforced by national or by State authority; but 
surely that difference is nota very material one. If the 
slave is to be surrendered, it can be of but little conse- 
quence te him, or to others, by which authority it is done. 
And should any one, in any case, be content that his oath 
shall go unkept on a merely unsubstantial controversy as 
to how it shal] be kept?” 

I think the case is very plainly stated, sir, and 
therefore 1 shall conclude my remarks on that 
branch of the topics which I propose to discuss 
to-day by simply saying that I cannot vote for 
any repeal of our fugitive slave law until there is 
another law proposed accomplishing the same re- 


gut, sir, | merely make this | 


122 


» 


sult in a better and more humane manner, If the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts had intro- 
duced a law to supply the place of this, so that we 
might keep our constitutional obligation, and if 
that in its terms had been efficient and more hu- 
mane, it Would give me great pleasure to vote for 


it; but while this obligation rests upon me asa 
| member of the Senate, while lam one of those 
who have taken that ** Qnanimous oath,” I shall 
fee] as long as there is a slave remaining with the 
shackles on him, however much I may detest 
slavery in the abstract, that it is my solemn duty 
to make a provision to carry into effect the plain 
requirement of the Constitution, 

Bee, Mr. President, my main object to-day was 
to discuss the necessity and propriety of a rem- 
edy for all these evils of a different character from 
any of these and perfectly conclusive in its effects; 
and in doing so to ask the Senate to indulge me 
for a short time in a course of remarks which has 
as much reference to my own personal vindica- 
tion as it has to the questioninhand. [tis known 
to the Senate that in consequence of the peculiar 
condition of West Virginia and my relations to 
that State I have become involved somewhat in 
this controversy about slavery; and I wish to- 
day, on the floor where I committed the offense, 
ifany offense was committed, to make my vindi- 
cation for the position I then assumed, 

Mr. President, whoever is responsible for the 
questions connected with African slavery which 
are now agitating the public mind, these questions 
have, I think, assumed such importance and be- 
come so interwoven with the policy and current 
history of the nation as to involve not only the 
propriety of discussion but the necessity also of 
final adjustment. ‘They cannot now be avoided 
orevaded. Whether they should have been in- 
troduced it is useless now to controvert. They 
have been introduced, the issues are made, and 
there is no alternative but to meet and decide 
them. 
|| For myself, however, I can have no hesitation 
to say where the responsibility properly belongs. 
It rests with Mr. Jefferson Davis and the other 
conspirators who coéperate with him. They are 
the real, practical, and efficient abolitionists of the 
day. Had they remained faithful to the Consti- 
tution slavery to-day would have been where it 
was when the present Administration came into 
power, secure under the guarantees of the Consti- 
tution and under the obligation of the party in 
power to maintain in good faith the pledge which 
they made to the country in the fourth resoluuon 
of the Chicago platform: 


*“ That the maintenance inviolate of the rights, and espe- 
clally the right of each State to order and control its own 
domestic institutions according to its own judgment exciu 
sively, is essential to that balance of power on which the 
| perfection aud endurance of our political fabric depend.” 


Not only had these conspirators the protection 
of the Constitution and the pledge of the party 
coming into power, but they also had a majority 
in both Houses of Congress. Yet they revolted 
under pretense of danger to their domestic insti- 
tutions. Butthatis notall. The friends of sla- 
very, both in the North and in the South, have 

| now placed it upon grounds which challenge con- 
troversy and preclude indifference to it, Formerly 
it was generally acknowledged to be a moral, so- 
cial, and political evil, tolerated only because no 
feasible mode of getting rid of it had been suggest- 

|} ed. But now it is maintained as a moral, social, 
and political blessing. It arrogates to itself the 

| divine sanction. Itis heralded as the chief corner- 

| stone of the insurrectionary confederacy. It is 
proclaimed as essential to the consummation of 
uny high degree of civilization. If this be so, the 
policy of the Government should be to encourage 
rather than to contract its expansion, 

Sir, the apology so often repeated in extenu- 
ation of the rebellion, that it originated ina just 
apprehension of unlawful interference by the Gen- 
eral Government with the institution of slavery 
in the States where itexisted, isnot warranted by 
the truth. To refute such a pretense it is only 
necessary to quote the well+considered speech of 

| Mr. A. H. Stephens, the vice president of the 

| confederate States, delivered in Georgia prior to 

|| the ordinance of secession which assumed to dis- 
solve the connection of that State with the Fed- 
eral Union. In that speech he saia: 

‘ Pause, I entreat you, and consider for a moment what 
reasons you can give that will even satisfy yourselves in 

| calmer moments. What reasons can you give to your fel- 
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low-suflerers in the calamity that it will bring upon us 
What reason can you give to the nations of the earth to 


justily it Phey will be cali and deliberat judges iu the 
ca 1 to what catise or one overt act can you name or 
u which to rest the pleact justification? What rigtit 
has the North assailed What interest of the South has 
becn invaded? What justice has been denied, and what 
claim founded in justice and right has been withheld? Can 
either ofyou to-day name one governmental act of wrong de 


liberatcly and purposely done by the Government of Wash 
ington of which the South hasa right tocomplain? 1 chat 
ienge the anewer. While, on the other band, letme show the 
facts (and believe me, geutiemcn, lam uothere the advocate 
of the North, but I am here the friend, the firm friend and 
lover ot the South and her institutions, and for this reason I 
speak thus plainly and faithtully, for yours, mine, and every 


ober man interest, the words of truth and soberness) of 
which] wish you to judge, and I will ouly state facts which 
are clear and “udeniable, and which now stand as records 


authentic in the history of our country. When we of the 
South demanded the siave trade. or the importation of Al 
ricaus for he cultivation of our lands, did they not yield 
the right for twenty years When we asked a three-filti 
represenlition in Congress tor ourslaves was it notgranted 


When we 


Kked and demanded the return of any fugitive 
from justice 


, or the recovery ot those persons owing labor 
or allegiance, Was it not incorporated in the Constitution, 
apd again ratified and strengthened in the fugitive slave 
lawot isso? Butdo you reply that in many instances they 
have violated this compact, and have wot been faithful to 


their engagements? As individual and local communities 
they have done so, but not by the sanction of Government, 
for that has always been true to southern interests. 


* Again, gentlemen, look atanother fact. When we have 
asked that more territory should be added that we night 
epread the institution of slavery, have they not yielded to 
our demands in giving us Louisiana, Florida, and ‘Texas, 
outol which four States have been carved, and ample ter 
ritory for tour more to be added in due time, if you, by this 
unwise and tinpolitie act, do not destroy this hope, and 
perhaps by it lose all, and have your last slave wrenched 
from you by stern military rule, as South America aud 
Mexico were, or by the vindictive decree of a universal 
emancipation, which may reasonably be expected to fol 
low 
* But again, gentlemen, what have we to gain by this 
proposed change ot our relation to the General Govera 
meut We have always had the control of it, and can yet, 
if we remain in itand are united as we have been. We have 
had a majerity of the Presidents chosen from the South, as 
Wellas the controland managementof most of those chosen 
trom the North. We have bad sixty years of southern Pres- 
idents to their twenty tour, thus controlling the executive 
department. So of the judges of the Sapreme Court. We 
have had eighteen from the South and but eleven from the 
North. Although nearly tour fifths of the judicial business 
has arisen in the free States, yet a majority of the court has 
always been from the South. This we have required so as 
to guard against avy interpretation of the Constitution un 
favorable to us. In like manner we have been equally 
watchful to guard our interests in the legislative branch of 
Government fn choosing the presiding Presidents (pro 
tempore) ot the Senate we have had twenty-four to their 
eleven. 
theytwelve. While the majority of the Kepresentatives, 
fiom their greater population, have always been from the 
North, yet we have so generally secured the Speaker be 
cause he, toa great extent, shapes and controls the legis 
lation of the country. Nor have we had less control in 
every other department of the General Government. At 
torney Geverals we have had fourteen, while the North have 
had but five. Foreign ministers we have had cighty-six, 
and they but filty-tour. While Usree fourths of the busi 
ness Which demands diplomatic agents abroad is clearly 
from te free States, from their greater commercial inter 
este, vot we have had the principal embassies, 80 as to st 
eure the world’s markets for our cotton, tobacco, and sugar 
on the best possible terms We have had a vast majority 
of the higher officers of both Army and Navy, while a larger 
proportion o€the soldiers and sailors were drawn from th 
North. Equaffpeso of clerks, auditors, and eomptroters 
filling the executive departinent; the record shows for the 
Jast filly years that of three thousand thus employed we 
have lind more than two thirds of the same, while we have 
but one third of the white population of the Republic. 
Again, look at anatber item. and one, be asaured, in which 
we lve a great and vital ttercst. It is that of revenue, 
or means Of supporting Government. From official docu 
ments We learn thata fraction over three fourtis of the rev- 
enue cailected tor the support of Government has uniformly 
been raised tram the North. 
* Pause now while you can, gentlemen, and contemplate 
carefully and candidly these important items. Leaving out 
of view forthe present the countless millions of dollars you 


\ 


must expendin war withthe North, with tens of thousands | 


ot your sons and brothers slain in battle, and offered up as 
sucriaces Qpon the altar of your ambition ; and for wiiat, we 
Is it for the overthrow of the Ameriean Govern 
ment, established by our common ancestry, cemented and 
built up by their sweat and blood. and foun ed ontire broad 
ee, and humanitw? And as such 
L nest declare as | have otteu done before, and which 
has been repeated by the 
and patriots in this and ot 


ask ngain? 





principles of right, jus 


greatest and wisest of statesmen 
her lands,it is the bestand freest 
Government, the most equal in its rights, the most just in 
its decisions, the mostlouivnt in its measures, and the most 
inspiring tn its principles te elevate Ube race of men, tlrat 
the sun of heaven ever shone upon. Now, for you to at 
tempt to overthrow such a Governmentas this, under which 
we have lived for more than three quarters of a century, in 
which we have gained our wealth, our standing as a nation, 
our domestic safety while the elements of peril are around 
us, With peace and tranquillity, accempanied with un 


bounded prosperity and rights unassniled, is the height of 


madness, folly, and wickedness, to which I can neither 


lend my sauction nor my vote.” 
If further or more conclusive proof is required, 
we have itover the signatures of William L.. Yan- 


Speakers of the House we had twenty-three, and | 


joint letter addressed to the London Times: 


“ [twas from no fear that the slave would be liberated 
that secession took place. The very party in power has 
proposed to guaranty siavery forever in the States, if the 
South would but remainin the Union. Mr. Lincoln’s mes 


|} sage proposes no frecdom to the slave, but announces sub 


| joris found a wide-spread lodgment in the minds 


jection of the owner to the North. Evenafter the battle of 
Bull Run bogh branches of the Congress at Washington 
passed resolutions that the war is onty waged to uphold 
that (pro-siavery) Constitution and to enforee the. laws, | 
(many of them pro-siavery,) and out of one hundred and 

seventy-two votes in the lower House they received all but 

two, and in the Senate all but one vote.”’ 


I will read additional authority. Senator Ham- | 
mond, of South Carolina, in aspeech made in that 
State October 24, 1858, said: } 

«The rock of Gibraltar does not stand so firm on its basis 
as our slavesystem. In this very quarter of a century our 
slaves have doubled in numbers, and each slave has more 
than dowbled in value. The very negro whe as a prime 
laborer would have brought $400 in 1848, would now, with 
thirty years upon him, sell for gov0.” 

Mr. A. H. Stephens, in a speech delivered by 
him in 1859, said: 

‘1 do not believe that slavery has sustained any injury 
from these agitations. On the contrary it had been greatly 
strengthened and fortified by the action of the Govern- 
ment.”’ | 

And we al! know the oft-quoted expression of 
Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, in the convention 
of that State: 

“The secession of South Carolina is not the event of a 
day. Itis not anything produced by Mr. Linecotn, or by the | 
non-execution of the fugitive slave law. It is a matter | 
which has been gathering head for twenty years.”’ 

We must, therefore, look for the motives of the 
insurrectionists elsewhere than in their fears for 
the security of slavery; and, sir, I am greatly 
mistaken if,in the prosecution of this inquiry, we 
shall not discover a design looking beyond the 
dissolution of the Union and the establishment 
of an independent southern confederacy. Their 
dissatisfaction went further than hostility to the 
Union; it consisted, in fact, in hostility to the fun- 
damental principles of republican government. It 
was a revolt against popular institulions—a repu- 
diation of democracy. ‘The ultimate result con- 
templated was and is the establishment of an oli- 
garchy, ifnota monarchy. Their present form 
of political organization isa temporary expedient 
devised to covet up the fundamental purpose of the 
conspirators,and to be used as the deceptiveagency 
by which they will accomplish the destruction of 
the equal rights and liberties of the southern peo- 
ple. This purpose, at first faintly shadowed 
forth, is becoming every day more and still more 
apparent. [tis wonderful that rt has not attract- 
ed more of the public attention. It seems to be 
better understood and better appreciated abroad 
than at home. It furnishes the explanation of the 
sympathy and favor with which foreign monarch- 
ists regard the great rebellion. They recognize 
the true design of it, and see in its sucevss not 
only the destruction of the unity of the Republic, 
but that it will be a serious if not fatal blow 
against republican institutions, here and else- | 
where, now and forever. 

Perhaps the public indifference in this respect 
may arise from incredulity as to the reality of 
such a purpose. It may not, therefore, be amiss 
to advert to some of the evidences indicating such 
a design. I need hardly remind Senators of the 
arbitrary provisions existing in the fundamental 
law of many of the southern States, such as the 
qualifications of members of the General Assem- 
bly of South Carolina, requiring that they should 
own slaves and land, and the apportionment of 
representation upon the basis of property, as in 
Virginia. Nor ts it necessary to do more than 
allude to the indisputable fact that free labor in 
the South is everywhere esteemed as degrading. 
The teachings of Mr. Calhoun against the jus ma- 


of southern statesmen. Anaristocratic sentiment, 
carefully and sedulously inculeated, had become 
everywhere prevalent, espdcially in the Gulf | 
Sintes, prior to their ordinance of secession. 

lt remember well with what vehemence Mr. 
Preston, of South Carolina, one of the commis- 
sioners sent by those States to the Virginia con- | 
vention in the spring of 1861, and one of the most | 
eloquent men | ever heard, in an address to that 
body, foreshadowed the aristocratic designs of the | 
revolutionists; and | remember, too, with what 
sadness and dismay | saw the manifest favor with 
which the itutinilghtion of his imperial utter- 
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cey, P. A. Rost, and A. Dudley Mann, in their || ances was received. Among them was t 





aan 
he ¢ 
lowing: - 
“In the free States the simple, isolated, ex, lusive 
political principle is a pure democracy oj mere y os Sole 
save asearcely discernible modification bya y “ 
uudefined form of representation. [n these Sra? 
can be no departure trom this prir ‘iple in its enn 
tensity. The admission of the slightest adyers, a 
is forbidden by the whole genius of the people aad ; 
institutions. Itis as delicate in its Sensitive me = ; 
sonal right in England, or slavery in Carolina: ae pee 
Vitalizing principle, the breath of the life of north ; 
cialism. The almighty power of numbers is tho 1 : 
all social agreement in the northern States, A ce 


illustration of Usis is at this moment exhibiting 


. g its 
in the Government under which you are conse 


tihtng t 


| That Government was ‘instituted and appointed’ ta, 


} gang Oppressively taxed, and one section has by el 


|| tion you invade. To proclaim to the North that yup 


and secure equaily the interests of the parts. By th 
of mere numbers one section has been restricted 
other expanded ip territory; one sectionNas been ; 








eny 


to Imminent peril, and in this hour the pe ple Of the N.. 
are consulting whether they can subjugate the 
the South by the right of numbers. 

“* The government by the people? is equally the y, 
the South, but the modification of * the rule of num! = 
so essential in the slave States that it cannot eo rist ad. 
the same principle in its unrestricted form. [p the «..., 
it is controlled, perhaps made absolutely subject. | 
fact that the recognition of a specific property is esc 
to the vitalization of the social and political orgayisyy< 
then, you attempt to institute the rule of either form is 
the organism of the other, you instantly destroy yy, 


shall not be absolute would be as offensive as to proc aim 
the extinction of slavery in the South. The eleger 
property would neutralize the entire political syste; + Rt the 


North ; its exclusion would subvert the Whole org 


: ; (ism of 
the Sout.’’ 
He continued by saying: 
Southern civilization cannot exist without say " 
None but an equai race ean labor at the South Destroy 
involuntary labor, and the Anglo-Saxon civilization must 


be remitted to the latitudes from wich it sprung,» 

This same convention appointed a committee 
to report to an adjourned session what ame 
ments ought to be made in the constitutio 
Virginia. The chairman of this committe y 
Mr. Stuart, formerly Secretary of the Inter 
The report made by him recommended very fun. 
damental restrictions upon the right of sutlrage, 
took from the people the right of electing mosiof 
the public officers whom they had hitherto chosen, 
and among other enunciations declared: 


“Governments are instituted for the protection of ihe 
rights of person and property; and any system mu 
radically defective which does not give ample secu 
both. ‘The great interests of every community may be 
classed under the heads of labor and capital, and it is es 
sential to the well-being of society that the proper ¢ 
librium should be established between these impor 
elements. The undue predominance of either must 
ually prove destructive of the social system. Capit 
longs to the tew, Libor to the many. In those sys! 
which capital has the ascendency, the Government 
to some extent, partake of the character of oligarchy, 
in those in whieh labor is predominant, the tendency ist 
wheat Mr. John Randolph graphically described as‘ the des 
potism of king numbers.’ , 

“In the opinion of your committee, no system of gov 
ernment can afford permanent and effectuals 
liberty, and property which rests on the basis o! uw 
suffrage, and the election of officers of every deparin 
of the Government by the direct vote of the people.” 

* fe * . * * * * * * ® 





“This tendency toa conflict between labor and eats 
has already manifested itself in many forms, comp 
tively harmless, it is true, but nevertheless cleany iho 
tive of a spirit of licentiousness which must, tn the en 
ripen into agrarianism. {t may be seen in the system 
free schools, by which children of the poor are educated 
at the expense of the rich.” 


: + Rawal. Govr- 
When our fleet was menacing Port Royal, bo 
ernor Pickens, of South Carolina, in lis message 
: : ar 
to the Legislature, made this recommendaiiol: 
“ As far as the northern States are concerned their Gor 
ernment is hopelessly gone; and if we fail, wil 7 
conservative elements to save us, then, indeed, ther this 
be no hope for an independent and free re ublic 0 


| continent, and the public mind wilk Gespondingly (Ua 


| increase the power and dignity of the State throug! 


ed forms of the Old Werk 


the stronger and more v oe 
I most respeetfully urge tua > 


“In this point of vie a 


adininistrative offices, and adhere firmly to all the cou 
servative principles of our constitution.” we 

So palpable were these manifestations of ho* 
tility to republican government then becoming 
that Governor Brown of Georgia, not then, | yf 
pose, fully initiated into the secret purposes © i 
leaders of the rebellion, (if he be yet, judging iro" 
his late message,) indignantly denounced i i 
His language was that some of these men sired 
to establish 


a td 
“A strong central Government, probably, prone 
they did fear to risk an avowal of their sentiments, ® ' 
ited monarchy, similar to that of Great Britain, ore 
form of Government that will accomplish the same bey 
under a different name.”’ 


. ne 
Not long afterwards the Raleigh Standard, 0 
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in, oF Ole 


samc uy 


\dard, one 


i 


eading jot uals of North Carolina, thus 


4 its appr hensions: 


oy = u 
; - ve for months had fears that an organization ex 
Ae eoutiertestates, or may be in process of form 
’ i] down * e fabric of the southern conft derac ” 
_) in its Stead a despotism or monarchy.” en 
= . “We assert What we know to be true, that | 


structive office-holders in North Carolina who 
ifederate constitution and republican institu 
£! rhey are avow edly in favor of a military despotism 
- hey are tired of freedom of spe ech and free | 
nd the y would to-morrow, if they could, vote to | 
: earacter of our institutions. ‘That these views 
tained bya large number of the secession destruc 

fice holders, both in the army and in civil life, we 
ees tof reasons for believing. These views are 


ve best 
oth by the destructives of the old Whig school and 
ry open mouthed States rights Democrats. 
“py oept developments have established the fact 
rebellion was not the fortuitous result of 
a sudden impulse , but was the deliberate con- | 
ation of a long meditated and carefully ma- 


gull 

an, and that the fundamental purpose from | 
the beginning was to re pudiate the principles of | 
democratic government, During the session of 


be Legislature of South Carolina in 1850-51 Mr. 
P Pry 8 me yee rof that body, rebuked Mr. Me ni | 
ver, the present secretary of the treasury of 
el government, in the followi ing significant 


mi 
tue re 
terms: | 
| was very much surprised, Mr. Chairman, at the hon- | 
: member’s speech trom Charleston (Colonel Mem 
; r) who said he had rather South Carolina was at 
raeed to the Government of Great Britain, as she was pre 

to the revolutionary War, than to remain a member 

s Union. Such an expression neither becomes an | 
n ‘an nora Carolinian, and must have been utteredin 

1tof argument and declamation, without due con 


It seems the sober second thought has not cured 


that distinguished financier of his propensity for 
shical forms of government. 








| 

leading political organ of the South, the | 

tic Review, in the January number, 1850, | 

forgot its usual prudent reserve, and promulged I} 

its views in explicit language. It said: 
“The formation of the cotton States with Cuba intoa 
great cotton, tobaceo, sugar, and coffee- producing Union, 
“ailing forth the boundless fertility of Cuba, and renovating 
tie West ludia islands with the labor of the blacks of the 
soullern States, in those hands in which their Jabor and 
punibers have thriven so well, aud this empire annexed to 

Britain by treaties of perfect reciprocity, giving the latter 

Malu lof the eastern commerce by way of Nicaragua, || 

aud all the benefits of possession without the responsibil. 1} 

lave OWnecrsilp, would be a magnificent exchange || 

jos the useless er ot Canada.”? | 

In August, 1862, De Bow’s Review, true to the 

policy and prince pk s of its prototype of 1850, re- || 

lierates the sami ee ares anny 

plain, This is its language | 

‘A nation trammeted with a written constitution is like || 

: ; 1] 

aman with his hands manacted. [ts capacity for action || 

is cramped and diminished. 1] 

‘The conutederate constitution is a inere tub thrown | 

overtothe whale. No intelligent man who voted for it | 

leemed it would be permanent, but only considered it a || 

em” yorary | 


expedient, @ giving way for the time to popular 
prejud a bridge or pass-way between mobocracy aud | 
anarchy and couservative republicanism. 

so people can be well ruled by a Government of limited 
by a constimitional Government.” 


ter in the same journal, of large influence 
ation, in an elaborate article, pu ished 
1860, had avowed similar sentiments 





| 
; in the || 
following laneuave: } 
i es 
“England has once tried to dispense with nobility, and | 
F twice, but each experiment was a failure. In |} 
Awerica we have the aristocracy of wealth and talentsyand || 
Wal arisio@racy is somewhat here ditary. The landedaris- | 
teriey ofthe South, who own slave S,approach somewhat || 
‘the English nobility. ‘Time must determine whether the 
quast-Aristneraey Of the South bas sufficient power, perma- i| 
Henee, and privilege Lo give stability, durability, and good || 
‘ avert society. itis suffie ientlyspatriotie and conserva || 
ve lw its feelings, but we fear wants the powers, privi 
‘ees, dud prerogatives that the expe rience of all other coun 
S DiS shown to be nec cessary. * * * * ) 


f *tost perieet system of government isto be found in | 


seeituse in tiem there is least of liberty and most | 
“order, subordination, and obedience.” 


hese are not the vagrant ebullitions of obscure | 
“id Treazied individuals. ‘The principles thus 
avowed have the sanction, dire etly or indirectly, of 


Wisestand greatest men of the South. Among | 
He expatiates 


rs may refer to Judge Pratt. 
vou the subject with all the calmness and precis- | 
ofa p hilosopher, Hear him: 


2p contest is not between the North andthe South as 


hp rier sections, for between two such sections merely || 
ou De LO conte sty nor between the people of the 
l the people of the South, for our relations have 
onan elines and on neutral grounds there is still nothing 
tle yet in i Weeat together, trade together, and prac- 
hlercourse, with great respect, the courtesies of | 
But the real contest is between the two forms |! 


‘ 


and 1 


comir 10n life, 


| right of man, the otl 


| to serve, master races born to govern. 


| yvouchsafe to them. 


of society which have 
North and the other 
different from Government, 


become 
at the Ss 


established, the 
uth. Society i 
as different 


one at the 
s essentially 


as is the nut from 


}, the burr, or the nervous body of the shell-fish trom the bony 


structure which surrounds it; and withint 
two societies had become developed as Variant in structure 
and distinct in form as any two beings in animated nature. 
The one isa society composed of one race, the other of two 
races. The one is bound together but by the two great so 
cial relations of husband and wife and parent and child; 
the other by the three relations of husband and wife and 
parent and child and masterand slave. The one embodies 
in its political structure the principle that equality is the 
her that it is the right of equals only. 
The one embodying the principle that equatityis the right 
of man, expands upon the il plane of pure democ 
racy; the other embodying the principle that it is not the 
rigit of man buy of equals only, has taken to itself the 


his Government 


horizont 


rounded form of a social aristoeracy. Inthe one there is 
hireling labor, in the other slave labor; in the one, there 
fore, in theory, atleast, labor is voluntary; in the other in 
voluntary. In the labor of the one there is the eleetive fran 


chise, in the other there 


is not; and as labor is always in 
excess of directi 


mn in the one, the power of Government is 
only with the lower classes; in the other the upper. In 
the one, therefore, the r Government come from the 
heels,in the other from the head of the society; in the one 
it is guided by the worst, in the other by the best intelligence ; 
in the one it ia from those who have the least, in the other 


Ins of 


from those who have the greatest stake in the continuance | 


of existing order.”’ 


Nor are these sentiments of dissattsfaction with 
our system of republican equality and popular 
institutions confined to Quarterly Reviews. The y 
fill the columns of the metropolitan daily papers, 

and are thence transferred to the country press. 
E ven so lateas May 28, 1863, the Richmond Ex- 
aminer, emboldened by the partial successes of 
the confederate arms, with jubilant eagerness pro- 
claims: 


‘*The establishment of the confederacy is verily a dis 


tinct reaction against the whole course of the mistaken civ- | 


ilization of the age ; and this is the true reason why we 
have been left without the sympathy of the nations until 
we conquered that sympatt iy with the sharp edge of our 
sword 

“For ‘liberty, equality, fraternity,’ 
ately substituted ‘slavery, sub 
Those sovial and political problems which rack and torture 
inodern society we have undertaken to solve for ourselves 
in our own Way and upon our own principles. That‘ among 
equais equality is right;’ among those who are naturally 
unequal, equality is chaos; that there are slave races born 
Such are the fun 
damental principles which we inherit from the ancient 
world, which we lifted up in the face of a perverse genera 
tien that has forgotten the wisdom ofits fathers. 
principles we live, and in their defe 
ourselves ready to die. Reverently we feel that our con 
federacy is aGod-sent missionary to the nations, with great 
truths to preach. We must spe: uk them boldly; and whozo 
hath ears to hear, let him he sar. ; 


we have deliber 
dination, and gevernment,’ 


In perfect harmony with all these expositions 
of the principles and purposes of the leaders of 


By those }| 
“nse we have shown | 


the rebellion, the liter: iry journals of the South | 
lend their pages and presses to the common on- | 
slaught against popular liberty. The Southern | 


Literary Messenger, the 
eal of Virginia, after adverting to the 
the extreme democratic and po 
the times, uses this 


dangers of 
pular tendencies of 
languace: 


“Ttis against this tendency that we would warn our 
young republic. Let us learn from bistory that popular 


principles are but poor guarantees of liberty. 


leading literary periodi- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 1 


‘We would not be understood as nniting in the beliefof 
the impossibility of a suecesstul republic, that we cry out 
forthe reéstablishinent ot royalty in tits tree country, whose 


noble sons daily attest their detestatic 
forms by those terrible libations whieh it isthe habit of lib- 
erty to exact from her votaries. We have nospecial objec- 
tions to royalty when restrained by constitutional barriers. 
‘The glorious career of freedam in England, ittustrating for 

enuturies the beauty and truth of iree government, demon- 
strates that royalty and liberty are incompatible. Certainly 
the condition of a subject of the Czar of Russia, the most 
absolute of monarchs, is preferable to that of that democratic 
Government Which we are the 
Sirce 





nevertheless 
stand best Government the 


assured is 
world ever saw.’ ”’ 
Thet is a very distinet allusion to the speech of 
the vice presic dent of the s 
Again, trac ing the genealogy of the races of this 
COUNTY, the Puritan and the Cavalier, the writer 
closes his argument in this language: 


uuthern confederacy. 


* Who will insist that the Saxonized mawworms, creep 
ing from the Mayflower on to the egld, forbidding crags of 
the North. have any right to kinslrip with the whole-souled 
Norman British planters of a gallant race, on a welcoming 
sunny SOLIS 

Sir, the conspirators who devised the constitu- 
tion of the confederate States are entitled to more 
credit for sagacity than we are accustomed to 
They are not obnoxious to 
the reproaches which are so often east upon them 
for the want of fore 
their system of confederate government. Their 
wisdom is to be measured by their motives; and 
when we apprehend the truth that the ultimate 
| object of the rebel leaders was the establishment 


sight in the construction of 


mofttyranny inallits | 


231 


} 
re able to 


ofan oligarchy, amon 


irchy, we shall | 
understand the a icy « 


f their fundamental law, 
which contains within ‘self the irrepressible -ele- 
ments of its own destruction. Their object was 
to superinduce its overthrow, and to coerce their 
people to adopt some form of despotic gvovern- 
ment as a refuge from the greater evils of the dis- 
order and anarchy which they have foreordained 
shall inevitably overtake them, In the language 
just quoted from their review, their constitution 
was ‘fa tub thrown over to the whale. They 
intended to compel the repudiation of ** a Gov- 
ernment of limited powers.”’ 

Do we not therefore, Mr. President, find in this 
juster appreciation of the purposes of the rebel- 
hon, andin this juster apprehension of the conse- 
quences of its success, enhanced motives for resist- 
ancetoit? For, if thus far in the history of the na- 
tion the policy of opposing the intervention of for- 
eign Powers im the affairs of this hemisphere has 
been wise, if the existing efforts of France to es- 
tablish an imperial dynasty in a distant and dif- 
ferent part of the continent be just cause of ap- 
prehension and animadversion, what shall be said 
of the danger to our free institutions in the loyal 
States if a part of our own people, ona part of 
our own soil, shall succeed in erecting a system 
of anti-republican government so near that the 
shadow of its throne will darken the portals of 
our Capitol ? 

Mr. p resident, my relation to some of the ques- 
tions involving the merits of slavery as an insti- 
tution, especially in my own State, has subjected 
me to the severe animadversion of both friends and 
foes. But the people whom I have the honor to 
represent have, | thank God, vindicated me with 
a unanimity hardly ever paralleled. ‘They have 
made West Virginia a free State by a vote of 
23,743 to 572. Sir, | am ready to acknowledge 
a change, not of opinion as to the character and 
merits of slavery in the abstract, (for in that re- 
spect | entertain the same opinions now that I 
have always done,) but of my sympathies for sla- 
very. There was a time when ithad my sym- 
pathies. Once‘l was ready to resent the obloquy 
cast upon it and to resist the threatened encroach- 
ments on the slaveholder’srights. But now,sir, 
when from the lips of the second officer of this in- 
surrectionary government I am assured that no 
southern man “ ean name one governmental act of 
wrong done by the Government of Washington 
of which the South has arightto complain;’’ and 
when, notwithstanding this, | look abroad upon 
the desolated fields, the sacked cities and villages, 
the scenes of blood and carnage, and the widow- 
hood and orphanage with which the land is filled, 
all, allof which have been brought upon the coun- 
try inorder thata new government shall be erected 
upon the ruins of the Republic, having for its 
chief corner-stone the institution of slavery and 
discarding the principles of republican institutions, 
my sympathie s for slavery are supplanted by the 
higher obligations of duty to resist by all lawful 
means a proposition so monstrous and humilia- 
ting. Whatever theslaveholder is entitled to by 
the laws and the Constitution, that 1 will give him 
—nothing more. I will invade none of his legal 
rights. ‘These must be sacredly regarded. I will 
infringe none of his constitutional guarantees. I 
will give **the devil his due.’’ Butif the force 
of naked law cannot preserve slavery, then, so far 
as [ am concerned, it must fall. I will give it no 
aid in word or will, in deed or thought, beyond 
what the strict obligations of law will compel me 
to give to it. As for me, henceforth and forever 
it must stand, if it can stand, by the vigor of its 
own inherent strength and the support of the legal 
guarantees that surround it. If this be abolition- 
ism, then Lam an abolitionist. 

And, sir, when its apologists and defenders, 
not satisfied with the legal securities upon which 
alone it has a right to rely, abandon the only ten- 
able grounds which can be consistently urged for 
its extstence in this nineteenth century of the 
Christian era, and challenge for it the approba- 


| tion of mankind as an institution essential to the 


liberty of the white race and to any high degree 
of civilization and social and intellectual refine- 
ment, 1 do not feel inclined to allow the challenge 
to pass without question or rebuke. Mark you, 
Mr. President, with what superciliousness and 
with what terms of contempt this challenge is 
sometimes made! I read, sir, froma leading organ 


| of southern sentiment, the Richmond Whig, of 
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June 14, 1861; and tt Xtract 18 quite exemplary 
of the general tone of southern journalism: 

cl), t region, inhabited by a people who are bred 
from « 1 to he manship and the use of arms, and 
wlio know wiiar liberty is, and love and adore it, i 
tioned out for subjugation by the disgusting Yankee race, 
who don’t know how to load a gun, and look contemptible 
on horseback, That they may be drilled into respectabl 


’ 
military machines by the \ irgini i, 
or . 
his was in the days of General Scott— 


*' who commands them Is likely enough; but without dis 


Jointing the eternal fitness of things and dislocating the or 


' 


der of nature, that they should become capable of empire | 


is simply absurd. Grant that mere force should enable 
them to overrun the land like a cloud of eastern locusts, 
their reign would pasa with themselves. They possess not 
one quality that fits them for command. Since their be 
ginning as a nation, and out ofall their seething population, 
they have never yet produced a general or a statesman 


That is au effort beyond their ability. Sut for organizing 
hotels, working machinery, and other base mechanical con 
trivances, they are without equals in the world. And th 


very law ot nature 
those fnferior departments of humanity condemns them to 
inferiority a nobler and more exalted station.’ 


oir; 


in those ot 
when the assumed superiority of the slave- 
hoiding States, which these extracts imply, is at- 
tributed to the existence of slavery, it certainly 
will be neither impertinent nor unprofitable to in- 
quire into the truth of the allegation. 

Sir, | would not detract a jot or tittle from the 
true exc: of southern character or from 
the just fame of the immortal names which adorn 
the history of the southern States. I am, as an 
American citizen, proud of them all. They are 


llences 


a part of the rich heritage of our common coun- | 


try. But, sir, when slavery is assigned as the 
source of this greatness, and is thus made to in- 
voke our homage and approbation as a political 
and social blessing, | must enter my emphatic 
demurrer. Sir, in what element or department 
of moral, political, or intellectual excellence have 
the slave States exhibited any superiority over 
the free States? Where is the illustration of the 
inimitable OXCE llence of the influence of slavery 


upon individuals or upon society? It appears to 
me that there is something of temerity, not to say 
of judi ial blindne: 3, in these defant boasts of the 
advocates of slavery. But as the appeal is made 
to facts, let facts settle the controversy. 

Now, sir, the best system of political economy 
is one of the highest problems addressed to the 
mind of the statesman. ‘Taking actual results as 
the surest test of wisdom here, whatdo they teach 
us? I shall not weary the Senate with details. 
I only ask you to contrast the slave States with 
the free States; slave labor with free labor. When 


which invests them with excellence in | 


you do so every constituent of national prosper- || 


ity and power; every element of progress and de- 


velopment; increase of population; increase of 


wealth, education, agriculture, commerce, manu- 
factures, the sciences, the arts, ay, the fine arts too, 
all, all attest beyond the reach of the caviler, the 
superiority of free labor over slave labor. The 
census is a standing refutation of the economical 
claims of slavery. 
attribute these advantages to soil, or climate, or 
geographical position, for in all these respects no 
section of the earth is to be compared with the 
southern States. 


Nor will it avail anything to | 


But then we shall be told that | 


these are mere physical achievements resulting | 


from the peculiar adaptability of the ** Yankee 
race’’ to mechanical and menial pursuits. It is 
in the higher fields of intellectual culture and re- 
finement where the peculiar and beneficent influ- 
ences of slavery are to be sought forand realized. 
Well, sir, let us survey some of these exalted 
fields. Is jurisprudence oneof them? And was 
not Marshalla southern man? He was. But did 
slavery make hima jurist? Lethisown estimation 
of the institution answer the question. In 1835, 


in an interview with Miss Harriet Martineau, he 
said: 


“ He had seen Virginla the leading State for half his life; | 


he had seen her become the second and sink to the fifth. 
Worse thin this, there was no arresting her decline if her 
citizens did not put an end to slavery.” 

Besides, if Virginia had a Marshall, New York 
had a Kent, and Massachusetts a Story. 

Then, sir, there is the field of history, which 


I suppose might not be beneath the ambition of 


the higher civilization of slavery. And yet what 
slave State has produced a Bancroft? What age 
or nation has furnished another Prescott?» In the 
department of general literature, what country 
would not be proud to claim the nativity of fr- 
ving? And in poetry, where is the southern par- 
allel of Longfellow? 


| only weapons of an old man. 


Two or three nations have claimed the honor | 
which undoubtedly belongs to Fulton. Shailhis 
genius, which has revolutionized the economy of | 
all civilized nations, and now controls their des- | 

tdegree, be sneered atas merely | 
al, and therefore base and degrading? | 


i $inaneminel 
mechan 

Upon the same principle the sociaf position of | 
Morse must be assigned to a servile rank. But | 


one thing is certain, their nativity belongs to the 
North. Sir, if ‘* cotton is king,’’ he was a sov- 


ereign without dignity or dominion until the ge- 
nius of Whitney placed a scepter in its hand in 
the form of the cotton-gin. 

Sull advancing in the contrast, what shall be 
said respecting the eloquence of the two sections? 
Will slavery point to Henry as without a paral- 
lel? -Sir, | shall not pause to perform the ungrate-. 
ful and invidious task of seeking for his compeer. 
But in our reverence for his memory let us not 
forget the lessons he taught when he said, ina 
letter to R. Pleasants: 

‘* The time will come when an opportunity will be of- 
fered to abolish this lamentable evil. {f shall honor the 
Quakers for their noble efforts to abolish slavery.” | 


Are instances of excellence in this department | 


to be multiplied upon us? Does the name of Clay || 


challenge comparison? Sir, he never had a more 
ardentadmirer than myself, both for his eloquence 
and his manhood. Butalthough he was born in 
the South and lived and died in the South, yet he 
‘*knew no North, no South.’? And the thrilling 
echoes of his voice have hardly yet died away 
among the Halls of this Capitol, where he ex- 
claimed: 

“So long as God allows the vital current to flow through | 
my veins, I will never, never, never, by word or thought, | 
by mind or will, aid in admitting one rood of free territory | 





to the everlasting curse of human bondage.”’ 


Sir, IT cannot forbear to read an extract from a | 
speech of Mr. Benton referring to this grand pas- 
sage in Mr. Clay’s life. It was delivered by him 
in St. Louis in 1856. He said: 


*< It was a great and proud day for Mr. Clay, toward the 
latter days of his life, and if an artistcould have been there 
to catch bis expression as he uttered Uthat seatiment, with 
iis reflex on his face, and his countenance beaming with 
firmness of purpose, it would have been a glorious moment | 
in which to Wansmit him to posterity—bis countenance all 
alive and luiminous wit 
that was a proud day. I could have wished that I had | 
spoken the same words. I speak them now, telling you 
they were his, and adopting them as my own.” 


| 


But it seems that statesmen are the special re- 
sults of the influences of slavery. And who are | 
the eminent men to be adduced as the apposite 
illusts ns of this assumption ? 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


| South, nor to one clime or age, but to 


ing.”? 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


hi the ideas that beat in his bosom; || 


instinctively reealls the names of Madison and || 


Jefferson. 


fer by a comparison with them? I may enlarge 


| 
: | 
lL ask, does the name of Hamilton suf- } 


the scope of inquiry and challenge the world to || 


produce another Franklin. 
* Eripuit ce@lo fulmen, sceptrumque tyrannis.”? 

But, sir, what was the opinion of Jefferson and 
Madison, those illustrious, if not incomparable 
statesmen, respecting the institution of slavery? 
The former, in a letter written in 1814 to Edward 

‘ Y os a} . 
Coles, Esq., said: 

“The hour of emancipation is advancing in the march 
of time. It shall have all my prayers, and these are the 
itis an encouraging obser- 
vation that no good measure was ever proposed which, if 
duly pursued, tailed in the end.’? 

I have heard that sentiment of Mr. Jefferson | 
stigmatized as the resultof his dotage; butI will 
quote now from his Notes on Virginia, written 
when he was quitea young man, in which he said: | 

** Indeed [ tremble for my country when I reflect that God | 
is just, and that His justice cannot sleep forever. 
less a God of justice will awake to their [the slaves] dis- | 
tress, and by diffusing a light and liberality among their op- 
pressors, or at length, by His exterminating thunder, mani 
fest His attention to the things of this world, and that they | 


| are not left to the guidance of blind fatality.’’ 


; 
‘ 


Mr. Madison declared in the Federal Conven- | 
tion that he ** thought it wrong to admit in the | 
Constitution the idea that there could be property 
in man.’’ (3 Madison Papers, 1429.) 

In the debate in Congress on the memorial of the | 


Pennsylvania Abolition Society, in 1790, drawn || 


up by Benjamin Franklin, in favor of “ the resto- | 


ration to liberly of those unhuppy men who, in this | 


}} Mannegs. 
ah : , > trv. B ‘ 
| They bring the judgment of Heaven on a country. By anin 


Doubt- || 
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rable—a name belonging not to the North or + 
sSOCTN OF the 


1" 
All clir 


and to all ages to come, and to all races of 

kind— Washington, shall we forget that he a 

to R. Pleasants as follows: ‘ ro ne 
‘*'There is not a man living that wishes more since. 


than [ do to see a plan adopted for the abolition of « ly 


but there is only one proper and effectual mod, by w ee 
can be accomplished, and that is by legislative autho Mt 


and this, so far as my suffrage will £9, shall not be wane’ 


Again, to Sir John St. Clair, he wrote: 

“Tf never mean, unless some particular circumsty 
should compel me to it, to possess another slave by — 
chase, it being among my first wishes to see sone = 
adopted by which slavery in this country may be abotiy ns 
by law.” abed 
Sir, it is a remarkable fact that nearly all of the 
illustrious men of the slaveholding States who o- 
so constantly and boastfully held up to ou, ad. 
miration as examples of the elevating influences 
of southern institutions have left the most un. 
equivocal testimony of their disapprobation of 
slavery. Is it not so, sir? Even at the risk of 


| trespassing on the patience of the Senate, | pro. 


pose to prove itto beso. And the Senate, [ trys 
will the more readily indulge me since I have beer 
and still am wantonly assailed as having forsaken 
the old paths of my fathers and begun to follow 
strange gods, even the false gods of northery 4. 
naticism. Sir, 1 deny the imputation. I am stand. 
ing to-day where my fathers stood, a humble djs. 
ciple of the political doctrines which they taugh: 
If other evidence than that which I have already 
given be required to prove this assertion, | am 
ready to produce it. Sir, I have long suffered jp 
silence the taunting cry that I am guilty of polit. 
ical infidelity, that I am untrue to my section, that 
I have been false to the interests of those | have 


|| represented, and am wandering after an ignis 
fatuus engendered in the hot-bed of modern abo- 


litionism. Sir, what are the facts? 

Before the Declaration of Independence, while 
Virginia was yeta colony, the House of Burgesses 
declared: 

‘‘The abolition of domestic slavery is the great object of 
desire in these colonies, where it was unhappily intr- 
duced in their infant state. But previous to the enfran 
chisement of the slaves we have, it is necessary to exclude 
all further importations from Africa. Yet our repeated ef 
forts to effect this, by prohibiting and by imposing duties 
which might amount to prohibition, have been hitherto de- 
feated by his Majesty’s negative, thus preferring the ad- 
vantages of a few British corsairs to the lasting interestsof 
the American States, and to the rights of human nature 


| deeply wounded by this infamous practice.”’ 
The memory || 


George Mason, the author of the bill of rights 

of Virginia, and one of her most eminent early 

; ; f 

statesmen, has left this record of his opinion of 
slavery: 

‘Slavery discourages arts and manufactures. The poor 
despise labor when performed by slaves. They prevent the 
immigration of whites, who really enrich and strengthen & 
country. They produce the most pernicious effects on 
Every master of slaves is born a petty tyrant. 


evitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes 
national sins by national calamities.”? 
President Monroe, in the constitutional conven- 
tion of Virginia in 1829-30, used this language: 
“ We have found that this evil has preyed upon the very 
vitals of the Union. It has been prejudicial toall the States 


!! in which it has existed.” 


Benjamin Watkins Leigh, a member of the same 
body, and a very distinguished man too, in dl 
cussing the metter used this language: 

« { wish, indeed, that I had been born ina land where 
domestic aud negro slavery is unknown. [wish that r = 
dence had spared my country this moral and political ev? 


It is supposed that our slave labor enables Us 10 live i 
Sir, the 


|| Juxury and ease, without industry, without care. Ss 


| evil of slavery is greater to the master than to tle slave 


| 


} 


|| so dishonorable to Virginia; that at the m: 


land of freedom, ave degraded into perpetual bond- || 


age,’’ Mr. Madison said: 

“The dictates of humanity, the principles of the people, 
the national safety and happiness, and prudent policy, re- 
quire itofus, The Constitution has particularly called our 
attention to it.’? 


And, sir, that other name which is incompa- | 


| be started that these unfortunate men now he 


| 


|| They were entertained by the 


ithe 


In the convention of Virginia which adopted 
Constitution of the United States, Patrick Henry 
took the ground that if the General Governme” 
was clothed with power ‘* to provide for Lie § o 
eral defense,’’ it would have authority ** to pr 
nounce all slaves free.’’ In reply, Governor Ran- 
dolph said: “ 

* [ hope there is none here who, considering the sti . 
in the calm light of philosophy, will aevreen they we 
ection will BM 
id in bondage 
,30e 


securing the rights of their citizens, an ob) 
by the operation of the General Government ma) be a 
free.”? 


ini culiar /irginia. 
Nor were such opinions peculiar to Virgins 
leading men ol @ 


entire South. William Pinkney, 


in the Maryland 
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